
  



 

 

 

 

  

Subject: English Literature 
 

Course Description:    
Students will study a post-19th century play, a pre-19th century novel, a cluster of poetry and a Shakespeare play. Students will study a range of contexts and 
explore how these both support the prior intention and affect the response of the readers.  By the end of each unit pupils will be able to make contextual links 

and compare across and between texts studied in preparation for the exam.           
      

Course Content: 
Autumn 1: An Inspector Calls based on 

extracts with a close analysis of characters 

and themes (Paper 2; Section A) 

 

Autumn 2: Jekyll and Hyde based on extracts 

with a close analysis of characters and 

themes (Paper 1; Section B) 

 

Spring 1: Macbeth based on extracts with a 

close analysis of characters and themes 

(Paper 1; Section A) 

 

Spring 2: Unseen Poetry – Theme Flight, Flee, 

Freeze (Paper 2; Section C) 

 

Summer 1 and 2: Power and Conflict Poetry  

 

Course Assessment: 
Autumn 1: Analyse how Mr Birling’s views on 
responsibility reflect the Edwardian society. 
Autumn 2: Response: Starting with the 
extract from chapter 9 (“he sprang to it…. you 
who have derided your superiors – behold!”) 
how does Stevenson present Dr Lanyon’s 
interaction with Hyde? Write about: - The 
relevance of Lanyon knowing who Hyde is - 
How it related to the relationship with Dr 
Lanyon and Dr Jekyll/Mr Hyde in the rest of 
the novel.   
Spring 1: Explore how Shakespeare presents 
Lady Macbeth as powerful in the extract and 
throughout the play. 
Spring 2: How does the poet present the 
speaker’s feelings effectively? 
Summer 1: Compare the ways poets present 
ideas about power in ‘Ozymandias’ and in one 
other poem from ‘Power and conflict’. 
Summer 2: Mock Exam on both papers. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Potential theatre or cinema visits; potential guest 
speakers; potential poetic performances.   
 
Exam and revision workshops during after school and 
half term. 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
 Debating skills.  

 Understanding of other cultures. 

 Exploration of British history and politics. 

 

 Useful Websites: 
  http://nfs.sparknotes.com/macbeth/ 
  http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zckw2hv 
  https://www.gcsepod.com/ 
 



 

 

 

  

Subject: Mathematics 
 

Course Description:   
Students in Year 10 begin a two year GCSE course based on the new 9-1 Edexcel specification. There are three ability pathways which are designed to support 
and challenge every student and help them to achieve their potential. Topics are split into chapters where students learn how to apply their newly acquired 
skills to real life situations and exam questions. This year there is particular attention to having fluency, reasoning and problem solving skills within areas of 
Mathematics which better prepares our pupils for their exam and everyday life. These chapters of work will be tested and reviewed regularly; allowing 
support and other interventions which can then identified earlier.             
     

Course Content: 
Over the course of the year, students will 
study four key areas and build upon the 
previous knowledge gained in Year 7-9. These 
are some of the topics covered during Year 
10:  
 
Number: Adding, subtracting, multiplying 
and dividing decimals, fractions, decimals 
and percentages, using a calculator.  
 
Geometry and Measures: Area and volume, 
angle facts, angles in polygons, 
transformations.  
 
Algebra: Basic algebra, indices, substitution, 
solving equations, expanding and factorising.  
 
Statistics: Sampling, averages, frequency 
tables, bar charts, pie charts, two way tables, 
scatter graphs, probability. 
 

Course Assessment: 
Students will complete formal assessments at 
the end of every half term to establish an 
accurate working at grade. Students’ sets are 
not fixed and these are reviewed regularly 
throughout the year based on these 
assessment outcomes. Towards the end of 
the academic year, students will complete an 
End of Year Exam assessing the progress they 
have made that year.  
 
Class teachers will informally assess students 
through class work and homework. At the 
start of each chapter, prior knowledge which 
is required will be tested and any gaps or 
misconceptions will be addressed. The 
purpose of this is to accelerate new learning 
within the chapter. Informal end of chapter 
tests will also take place within lessons at the 
end of chapters to allow the class teacher to 
monitor progress and react to any issues 
immediately. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
A homework drop in session is available on Tuesdays. 
Teachers are available to help guide students with 
their homework or if they would like any extra 
understanding of class work at any point. We also 
have ‘Nerd Club’ available on a Thursday after school 
with board games available for students to play. 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
The Mathematics department strive to encourage 
group work regularly within lessons. The purpose of 
this is to help our students’ become independent 
learners. Reasoning and problem solving skills are 
developed and we encourage students to fully 
support the learning of their peers as well as being 
constructively critical where appropriate. 
 

 Useful Websites: 
  www.mathswatch.co.uk 
  Login: FirstLast@willenhall  Password: Welcome1  

Students will be given personalised logins and passwords 
from their class teacher to allow them to complete any 
homework set. 

 



 

 

  

Subject: Science 
 

Course Description:                     

The GCSE Science course is a linear qualification. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the course. Over the two year course 
students will study the following key themes in Biology, Chemistry and Physics to gain 2 GCSE grades in combined science. Over the duration of the course 
students will also be required to complete 21 key practicals in the 3 sciences, which they will be assessed on in their Year 11 exams along with related key 
practical and mathematical skills. 

Course Content: 
The course covers key themes in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics, taught in units with 
strong links running between them. The KS3 
curriculum prepares students for the 
expectations at GCSE level and this foundation is 
built upon to solidify practical and theoretical 
skills. Students will develop their practical and 
analytical skills over the two year course and 
learn to apply them to a range of different 
contexts. They are encouraged to question and 
explore new ideas and concepts. 
Biology themes: 

 Cell biology 

 Organisation  

 Infection and response 

Chemistry themes 

 Atomic structure and the periodic table 

 Bonding, structure, and the properties of 

matter 

 Quantitative chemistry  

 Chemical changes 

Physics themes  

 Energy 

  Electricity  

 Particle model of matter  

Course Assessment: 
Progress will be assessed at the end of 
each half term and will be made up of a 
cumulative assessment preparing 
students for terminal exam at the end of 
Year 11. 
 
All students will sit six papers: two 
Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics. 
Each of the papers will assess knowledge 
and understanding from distinct topic 
areas. 
 
Students will sit all their exams at the end 
of the course in Year 11. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Homework will be set in accordance with the School 
Homework Policy and will aim to consolidate class learning 
and give opportunities for extended research. 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
Science is changing our society. The life expectancy is getting 
larger, people are driving more efficient cars, and more 
people are putting solar panels on their rooftops. Our society 
has become dependent on scientific developments which we 
could not have foreseen 50 years ago but also our lives are 
likely to change significantly in the future because of our 
reckless damaging activities to the environment as a human 
society. Students must consider their impact on the world 
around them and start to look at what we can do to help the 
next generation have a habitable planet. 

Useful Websites: 
www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/booksgcsescience 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-
science-triology-8464/assessment-resources 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-
science-a-4405/past-papers-and-mark-schemes 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-
science-4408/past-papers-and-mark-schemes 
 

http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/booksgcsescience
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-triology-8464/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-triology-8464/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-a-4405/past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-a-4405/past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-4408/past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-4408/past-papers-and-mark-schemes


 

 

  

Subject: Computing 
 

Course Description:                      
The GCSE Computer Science course gives students the opportunity to discover the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science, including 
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation. Through the introduction of programming, it helps them to analyse problems in 
computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs.    
              
Course Content: 
COMPUTER SYSTEMS COMPONENT 1 

 Study how processors work. 

 Investigate computer memory and storage. 

 Explore modern network layouts and how they 
function. 

 Build skills in the ever important realm of cyber 
security. 

 Investigate how types of software are used within 
computer systems. 

 Stretch wider comprehension of how computers 
and computing affect ethical, legal, cultural and 
environmental issues.  

COMPUTATIONAL THINKING, ALGORITHMS AND 
PROGRAMMING COMPONENT 2 

 Study fundamental algorithms in computer 
science. 

 Build a firm foundation in programming 
techniques. 

 Produce programs through diagrams 

 Thoroughly test programs and make them 
resistant to misuse. 

 Explore Boolean algebra (AND, OR, NOT) 

 Understand how we store data within computers 
in binary form. 

Course 
Assessment: 
There are two exam papers at the end of 
the syllabus, one focusing on computer 
systems and one with a focus on 
computational thinking, algorithms and 
programming.  

Each paper lasts 1.5 hours and is worth 
40% of the total GCSE. Students will also 
complete a programming project in the 
final year of the course that will take a 
total of 20 hours to complete, and is 
worth 20% of the final GCSE award. 

 

Enrichment Opportunities:    

The department run regular clubs, where pupils can 
make use of the Computing facilities to extend their 
learning. This is a valuable opportunity for pupils to be 
provided with further one to one support in addition 
to their timetabled lessons. 

 

The student will gain valuable thinking and 
programming skills that are extremely attractive in 
the modern workplace.  
 
This course will also help students to understand the 
impacts of digital technology to the individual and to 
wider society, understand the components that make 
up digital systems, and how they communicate with 
one another and with other systems. 

Useful Websites: 
www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-
science-j276-from-2016 
www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z34k7ty 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Subject: Dance 
 
Course Description:                  

Pupils completing Dance will build on all their foundation skills already learned if they choose to complete a BTEC Performing Arts Tech Award at Year 10. 
Pupils will have the opportunity to explore all units so that they are fully aware of the course specification and the skills needed for assessment and explore 
dance practically. 

Course Content: 
Working as a performer requires the 
application of skills, techniques and practices 
that enable students to produce and interpret 
performance work.  
 
Students will communicate intentions to an 
audience through the discipline of dance; 
take part in workshops in class where they 
will develop technical, practical and 
interpretative skills through both the 
rehearsal and performance process.  
 
Students will work from existing performing 
arts repertoire, applying relevant skills and 
techniques to reproduce the work.  
 

Course Assessment: 
The course includes 3 units which 2 are 
assessed internally through practical 
exploration, performance and written 
assignments or presentations.  
 
The final unit is externally examined through 
performance and the inclusion of a log book. 
 
Students in Year 9 will have had the 
opportunity to explore these different 
assessments in ‘mock’ form.  
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
 Extra-Curricular- Senior dance company (Tuesday) 

 Performance opportunities – Dance showcase, 

festivals at other schools, school musical  

  London Theatre Trip 

 

British Values/SMSC:                                      

Pupils learn about dance around the world and 
industry. They will express different topics and issues 
through dance whilst building the ability to work with 
a variety of people and give constructive feedback 
showing empathy for others. They will approach 
difficult topics with sensitivity and understand the 
meaning of perseverance and grit. 

 

Useful Websites:  

www.youtube.com  
http://marthagraham.org  
http://www.mercecunningham.org  
 

http://marthagraham.org/


 

 

  

Subject: Drama 
 
Course Content: 
In Drama, students will explore all three elements of the course and learn the skills required to complete each component. Students will complete regular 
mocks for their devised, scripted and written examinations which will be marked using the Edexcel framework. This year will allow students to build in 
confidence and they will take their final practical examination for Component 1 at the end of Year 10.  

 

Course Content: 
Pupils will participate in a range of activities that 
explore the 3 components of GCSE Drama:  
Component 1- Devising:  Pupils will understand 
and develop skills needed to devise a piece of 
drama. Pupils will work collaboratively with 
others to explore a range of stimuli from different 
contexts in order to create an original 
performance piece.  
Component 2- Performance from text:  Pupils will 
develop knowledge, understanding and skills in 
exploring and performing from performance 
texts. Pupils will interpret a variety of texts and 
rehearse and refine different extracts, leading to 
final class performances. They will develop a wide 
range of acting within workshops to develop their 
acting ability.  
Component 3- Theatre Makers in Practice: Pupils 
will develop knowledge of key texts and will 
explore practically with these key texts to 
understand how they might be interpreted and 
realised from ‘page to stage’. The exploration will 
give students an insight into how texts may be 
brought to life for an audience and the creative 
roles within this process. 

 

Course Assessment: 
Pupils will be assessed based upon GCSE 
criteria so that they are aware of current 
descriptors for each component.  
 
Assessments will be completed in the form of, 
group workshop exploration, performances 
and reflective/evaluative tasks.  
 
All assessments will be based upon the skills 
needed for the three components of devising, 
performance from text and theatre makers in 
practice. 
 
Final assessment for component 1 will 
happen at the end of Year 10 which will be 
filmed and stored ready to complete the 
course in Year 11.  

Enrichment Opportunities: 
 Extra-Curricular drama group  

 Opportunities for theatre trips  

 Performance Opportunities – School Musical 

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils develop transferable skills such as 
negotiation, resilience, team work, cooperation, 
self-confidence and public speaking. They will 
explore texts that help broaden their 
understanding of different social, cultural, moral 
and historical contexts and situations. Pupils are 
able to reject and select ideas taking into 
consideration and respect for others whilst tackling 
difficult topics and understand how to develop 
these with sensitively. 
 

Useful Websites: 
www.youtube.com  
GCSE bitesize  
 

http://www.youtube.com/


 

 

 

  

Subject: PE (BTEC Sport) 
 

Course Description:                  
BTEC Sport Level 2 (First Award) allows students to experience a vocational route throughout their Physical Education in Key Stage 4. The course aims to 
encourage personal development by taking part in practical participation in a range of sports and physical activities. The course also allows students to 
understand how sport and physical activity can impact upon their personal fitness. It will enhance leadership skills and develop students’ communication, 
planning and team working skills. 

Course Content: 
Students will predominantly complete unit 1 in Year 10, 
however below is a brief explanation on the other units: 

 Unit 1: Fitness for Sport and Exercise Know about 

the components of fitness and the principles of 

training. Discuss the different fitness methods and 

investigate the different fitness tests to determine 

fitness levels.  

 Unit 2: Practical Sports Performance Understand 
the rules, regulations and scoring systems in two 
selected sports. Practically demonstrate skills, 
techniques and tactics in two sports and review 
performances.  

 Unit 5: Training for Personal Fitness Design a 
personal training programme. Learn about the 
different exercise adherence factors and strategies 
for continued success. Implement a self-designed 
fitness programme to achieve your own goals and 
review once completed. 

 Unit 6: Leading Sports Activities Know the attributes 

associated with successful sports leadership. 

Demonstrate own leadership skills by completing 

the planning and leading of a sports activity and 

review their sports activity once completed.  

 

Course Assessment: 
Online External Examination 
 

 Unit 1: Fitness for Sport and Exercise, 

externally assessed using an onscreen 

test. The tests last for 1 hour and there 

are 50 marks available.  

 

 Other completed units 

(coursework/assignment based)  

 The chosen units are internally marked 

then externally verified by the exam 

board. The assessment will vary from 

pretention, reports; written tasks etc. it 

depends on the given assignment brief  

 

 Unit 2: Practical Sports Performance  

 Unit 5: Training for Personal Fitness  

 Unit 6: Leading Sports Activities 

 

All graded at Level 1 pass, Level 2 Pass, Level 
2 Merit and/or Level 2 Distinction 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
 Extra-Curricular clubs  

 National Sporting Centres  

 

British Values/SMSC: 
 Leadership  

 Communication  

 Teamwork  

 Working together to achieve similar aim 

  Fair play  

 Self-esteem  

 Self-belief  

 Discussions  

 

Useful Websites: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home/html 



 

 

 

  

Subject: PE (GCSE) 
 

Course Description:                  
The course builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills established in Key Stage 3 Physical Education. It will give you exciting opportunities to be 
involved in a number of different physical activities, promoting an active and healthy lifestyle. You should have an interest in physical education and sport, 
enjoy being active and appreciate the benefits of keeping fit and healthy. 

Course Content: 
Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding 

of the factors that underpin physical activity and 

sport and use this knowledge to improve 

performance.  

 

Understand how the physiological and 

psychological state affects performance in physical 

activity and sport.  

 

Perform effectively in different physical activities by 

developing skills and techniques and selecting and 

using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas. 

 

Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to 

improve performance in physical activity and sport.  

Understand the contribution which physical activity 

and sport make to health, fitness and well-being.  

Understand key socio-cultural influences which can 

affect people’s involvement in physical activity and 

sport.  

 

Course Assessment: 
External Examination (60%) 
 • Component 1: Fitness and the Body 
Systems, 1 hour and 45 minutes written 
examination, 90 marks (36%) 
 • Component 2: Health and Performance, 1 
hour and 15 minute written examination, 70 
marks (24%) 
 
Both components will consists of multiple-
choice, short answer and extended 
examination questions 
 
Practical Examination (40%)  
• Component 3: Practical performance, 
students completing three physical activities 
from a set list, one must be team, one must 
be individual then the final activity can be a 
free choice (105 marks, 30%)  
 • Component 4: Personal Exercise 
Programme, students will produce a Personal 
Exercise Programme and require to analyse 
and evaluate their performance (20 marks, 
10%) 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
 Extra-Curricular clubs  

 National Sporting Centres  

 Outdoor adventurous sports 

British Values/SMSC: 
 Leadership  

 Communication  

 Teamwork  

 Working together to achieve similar aim 

  Fair play  

 Self-esteem  

 Self-belief  

 Discussions  

 

Useful Websites: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home/htm 



 

 

 

  

Subject: Music 
 
Course Description: 
Students in Year 10 will complete 30% of their GCSE course this year ‘Integrated Portfolio’. This is made up of one solo performance on an instrument of their 
choosing and one composition to a brief set by the student. Students will develop instrumental techniques for their chosen instrument. Students will develop 
knowledge on the art of song-writing and of music theory. Each of these components will be submitted as controlled assessments. Students will also take 
part in listening, compositional and performance activities on Rhythms from around the world, Rock Anthems, Concerto’s through time and Film Music in 
preparation for their final listening exam in Y11. Students will develop knowledge of musical terminology and language for use in written exams.  
                 

Course Content: 

Term 1: Students will prepare and perform 
a solo piece for showcasing in December, 
and begin working on their ensemble 
performance. Students will complete 
listening activities on Rock Anthems and 
the Baroque Concerto. 
 
Term 2: Students will prepare a solo 
composition piece inclusive of score and 
audio recording. Students will complete 
listening activities on Bhangra and Indian 
music, and film music and mood. 
 
Term 3: Students will complete their solo 
composition piece. Students will complete 
listening activities on Samba and Rock and 
Roll. 
 

Course Assessment: 
Controlled assessments in performance 
and composition are assessed internally 
and are verified by an external examiner. 
Both parts are recorded in audio form.  
 
The composition element is accompanied 
by a written log and a manuscript. These 
assessments make up 30% of a student’s 
final GCSE grade. 
 
Students will be assessed on listening and 
literacy skills through regular mock exam 
questions and revision games. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Free peripatetic lessons in a range of instruments. A weekly 
vocal group will be working towards performing at Walsall’s 
regional event the ‘Big Sing’. And our weekly Orchestra 
rehearsals will provide instrumental students with the 
opportunity to perform with a regional school’s orchestra event 
called the ‘Big Orchestra’. In addition, a variety of musical trips 
will be offered giving students the chance to experience a 
diverse range of musical styles. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Students will work together to develop their team work and co-
operation skills, with a focus on developing students’ creativity 
and resilience. Students will learn the art of constructive 
criticism in self and peer evaluation activities and will develop 
their confidence through in lesson performance opportunities. 
Students will develop their knowledge of the historical and 
cultural significance of a variety of musical genres and styles. 

Useful Websites: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpf3cdm 
https://twitter.com/garagebandios   https://www.youtube.com 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpf3cdm 
 

https://twitter.com/garagebandios
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpf3cdm


 

 

  

Subject: Art 
 
Course Description:                          
GCSE ART Craft and Design will give students the opportunity to explore a wide range of skills. Students will develop skills in fine art; drawing, painting, 
sculpture, printmaking, mixed media. They will explore textile design; art textiles, constructed textiles, printed and dyed textiles, surface pattern, stitched 
and/or embellished textiles and three-dimensional design; sculpture, ceramics, product design, jewellery and body adornment, interior design. Students will 
also study photography; location photography, experimental imagery, installation and animation and fashion photography. 
                
 

Course Content: 
Portfolio: Students will meet the 4 
assessment objectives creating work for 2 
major projects (Natural forms and Portraits), 
a personal project and an extended learning 
project. 
 
Externally Set Task: A 10 hour examination in 
the Art department under controlled 
conditions. There is preparation time before 
the exam usually of about 3 months in which 
time the candidates prepare research and 
develop ideas.  
 
Work is assessed by Art teachers and an 
external moderator from the exam board. 
Students respond to a starting point provided 
by AQA. This response provides evidence of 
the student’s ability to work independently 
within specified time constraints, realise 
intentions that are personal and meaningful 
and explicitly address the requirements of all 
four assessment objectives. 
 

Course Assessment:
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of 
sources. (Artist Research) 
 
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, 
selecting and experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials, techniques and processes. 
(Experimenting) 
 
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as work progresses. 
(Observational drawings and photography) 
 
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of visual 
language. (Final pieces) 
 
Controlled Assessment 1: Portfolio 60%  
 
Controlled Assessment 2: Externally set task 
40% 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
 After school Art club to catch up on coursework.  

 Visits to Art galleries and opportunities to work 

with artists. 

 Links with Wolverhampton University School of 

Art and Design. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils will explore historical and contemporary 
developments, and different styles and genres in 
relation to Art Craft and Design. 
They will gain an understanding of how images, 
artefacts and products relate to social, historical, 
vocational and cultural contexts. 
 

Useful Websites: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/ 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-
design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206 
http://www.studentartguide.com/articles/sketchbook
-ideas-and-portfolio-presentation 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206


 

  

Subject: Photography 
 
Course Description:                  

Students will develop, refine and record their ideas and improve their creative skills through the effective and safe use of media, materials, techniques, 
processes and technologies. Students will use visual language and the formal elements e.g. colour, line, form, shape, tone, texture. They will experiment                                         
using a range of digital and non-digital techniques and present a personal response that realises their intentions.                                                                                                                 
 

Course Content: 
Portfolio: Students will meet the 4 
assessment objectives creating work for 
creating work for 3 projects - Photography 
Basics, Abstract and Still Life. 
 
 Externally Set Task: A 10 hour examination 
in the Art department under controlled 
conditions. There is preparation time before 
the exam usually of about 3 months in which 
time the candidates prepare research and 
develop ideas.  
 
Work is assessed by Art teachers and an 
external moderator from the exam board. 
Students respond to a starting point provided 
by AQA. This response provides evidence of 
the student’s ability to work independently 
within specified time constraints, realise 
intentions that are personal and meaningful 
and explicitly address the requirements of all 
four assessment objectives. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
After school coursework catch up sessions.  
 

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils will explore historical and contemporary 
developments, and different styles and genres in 
relation to Photography: lens-based and light-based 
media.  
 
They will gain an understanding of how images, 
artefacts and products relate to social, historical, 
vocational and cultural contexts.  
 

Useful Websites: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/galler
y/photographyrev1.shtml 
http://www.gcsephotography.co.uk/ 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-
design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206 
 

Course Assessment: 
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of 
sources. (Artist Research) 
 
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, 
selecting and experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials, techniques and processes. 
(Experimenting) 
 
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as work progresses. 
(Observational drawings and photography) 
 
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of visual 
language. (Final pieces) 
 
Controlled Assessment 1 (Portfolio 60%)  
 
Controlled Assessment 2 (Externally set task 
40%)  
  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/gallery/photographyrev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/gallery/photographyrev1.shtml
http://www.gcsephotography.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206


 

 

 

  

Subject: Design and Technology 
 
Course Description:                     

Students choosing Design and Technology will have the opportunity to enhance the skills they developed as part of the Year 9 Creative Learning course. 
Students will have the opportunity to choose between a Textiles or a Resistant Materials specialism during this course for their major project. 

 
Course Content: 
All students will need a basic understanding 
of the core knowledge which includes the 
following: 

 Fibres and fabrics 

 Timber and manufactured boards 

 Paper and board 

 Polymers 

Students will be grouped depending on their 
specialism of either Textiles or Resistant 
Materials and will study more in depth 
knowledge relating to their specialism. 
 
Students will work on a series of mini 
practical projects during year 10 in either 
Textiles or Resistant Materials to improve 
practical skills and prepare students for the 
major project which is worth 50% of the 
overall grade. 
 
Major project enables students to choose 
their own brief which allows them to work 
independently on an area of their own 
interest. 
 

Course Assessment: 
None-examined unit: (controlled assessment) 
worth 50% of overall grade. 
 
Written paper: Core knowledge, specialist 
knowledge (2 hour paper worth 50% of 
overall grade). 
 
Students will be internally assessed 
throughout Year 10 on their mini projects. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities 
Students will have the opportunity to visit the Clothes 
Show Live (Textiles specialists) and vehicle plant 
(Resistant Materials specialists). 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
 Sustainability in design and manufacture of 

products. 

 Social and moral issues relating to design. 

 Ethical issues in design and fair trade 

 Team working 

 

Useful Websites: 
www.bbcbitesize.co.uk 
www.technologystudent.co.uk 
www.pinterest.co.uk 
 

http://www.bbcbitesize.co.uk/
http://www.technologystudent.co.uk/
http://www.pinterest.co.uk/


 

 

  

Subject: French 
 
Course Description:                   

Students’ knowledge is developed further to GCSE standard. Students further develop their linguistic skills in listening, reading, speaking and writing, with 
more complex and sophisticated language to deal with. Students now start their controlled assessments in writing and speaking, as well as refining their skills 
in listening and reading. 

Course Content:  

Autumn Term 1: Free time 
 
Autumn Term 2: Family and friends 
 
Spring Term 1: Daily life, traditions and 
festivals 
 
Spring Term 2: Local environment 
 
Summer Term 1: School 
 
Summer Term 2: Travelling 

Course Assessment: 
Autumn Term 1:  (WAG1) 

 Writing: Short task 

 Translation 

 Reading and Listening 

Autumn Term 2:  (WAG2) 

 Writing: Structured task, short sentences 

 Speaking - general conversation 

Spring Term 1: (WAG3) 

 Writing: Short task 

 Translation 

 Reading and Listening 

Spring Term 2: (WAG4) 

 Writing: Structured task, short sentences 

 Speaking - role play and photo card 

Summer Term 1: (WAG5) 

 Reading and Listening 

 Full written mock 

Summer Term 2:  (WAG6) 

 Full mock examination 

Enrichment Opportunities 
French Film club. 

British Values/SMSC: 
The world we live in means we consume services 
and products from all over the world – France being 
one of them. Students will develop an appreciation 
for the role French has in British culture. 
 

Useful Websites: 
www.aqa.org.uk (French) 
www.linguascope.com 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 

 

  

Subject: History 

Course Description:  
This is the start of the GCSE course. The course is split into two sections; Part One is the Wider World Paper where students will be learning about Germany 
1890-1945 and Conflict and Tension in the East 1950-1975. The second section is the British Paper where students will be learning about Britain and Health 
1000- Modern Day. Students will learn how to describe, explain and evaluate key aspects, events, people, sources and dates, where they will make 
judgements and conclusions as to what happened and the reasons why they happened. 

 

Course Content: 
Autumn Term: Germany 1890 to 1945- 
Democracy to Dictatorship 
Students will be learning about Germany under 
the rule of the Kaiser and then how Germany 
turned into a democracy and then reasons why 
Nazis came to power and compare the lives of 
different racial and social groups in Nazi 
Germany.  
Spring Term:  Cold War Korea and Vietnam 
Students need to evaluate the causes and 
attribute blame for the Korean conflict. The 
students will use evidence and allocate blame 
concerning who should be held responsible and 
if it could be avoided. Students will be able to 
understand difficult concepts such as if the 
populations involved in these conflicts supported 
the war and concepts such as the domino theory 
and the zero sum game.  
Summer Term: Britain and Health c1000-today 
Students will be looking at how medicine has 
changed over time in Britain from the Middle 
Ages to the modern day. 

Course Assessment: 
History will assess students in line with the 
exam styled questions. They will be 
assessed at the end of every unit within the 
topic and then in an exam after the topic 
has finished. 

Enrichment Opportunities 
Trip to Belgium and France to the battlefield. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Students will be looking at social impact on society, 
democracy, dictatorship and the plight of minorities, 
the morality of war. 

Useful Websites: 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/ 
YouTube (search for relevant History material) 
www.historyonline.co.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/history 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/


 

 

 

  

Subject: Geography 

 

Course Description:                 
The key aims of the course are to; actively engage pupils in the process of geography to develop as effective and independent learners, develop their 
knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts and appreciate the relevance of these concepts to our changing world, develop their responsibilities 
as global citizens, develop and apply their learning to the real world through fieldwork and other out of classroom learning and use geographical skills, 
appropriate technologies, enquiry and analysis. 

Course Content: 
Autumn Term 1: Natural hazards/Weather 
Hazards  
 
Autumn Term 2: Weather 
hazards/Geographical Enquiry  
 
Spring Term 1: Living world  
 
Spring Term 2:  Physical Landscapes 
/Geographical Enquiry  
 
Summer Term 1: UK Physical Landscapes  
/Geographical Enquiry Coastal Landscapes  
 
Summer Term 2: River Landscapes / Field 
Work Geographical Enquiry 
 

Course Assessment: 
Pupils will be assessed throughout the year in 
a variety of ways including: questioning, class 
discussions, group work, peer and self-
assessment, and individual focused activities. 
 
Pupils will be assessed each half term through 
a module test to demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding of 
Geographical topics. Other assessments will 
be delivered in a variety of formats to enable 
pupils to strive to achieve their best.  
 
The external assessment at the end of the 
course will involve three examinations. Two 
of these examinations will be 1 and a half 
hours long, with the 3rd being an hour and 
fifteen minutes long. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Pupils will be encouraged to do their own extra-
curricular research and showcase them amongst their 
peers; topics could include Fair Trade, Tourism etc. 

 

British Values/SMSC: 

Pupils will be learning about our British values, our 
economy and the impact Brits have had around the 
world. 

Useful Websites: 
AQA Geography 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize Geo Resources - 
www.georesources.co.uk National Geographical - 
www.national geographic.com Cool Geography - 
www.coolgeography.co.uk 

 



 

 

  

Enrichment Opportunities: 
The department runs regular clubs where pupils can 
extend their learning. This is a valuable opportunity 
for pupils to be provided with further one to one 
support in addition to their timetabled lessons. 

Subject: GCSE Business 
Studies

Course Description:  
Students apply their knowledge and understanding to different business contexts ranging from small enterprises to large multinationals and businesses 
operating in local, national and global contexts. Students develop an understanding of how these contexts impact on business behaviour.   
               
 

Course Content: 
Students will apply their knowledge and 
understanding to business decision making 
including: 
 

 The interdependent nature of business 

activity, influences on business, business 

operations, finance, marketing and 

human resources, and how these 

interdependencies underpin business 

decision making. 

 

 How different business contexts affect 

business decisions. 

 

 The use and limitation of quantitative and 

qualitative data in making business 

decisions. 

Course Assessment: 
Paper 1: Influences of operations and HRM 
on business activity 
What's assessed: 

 Business in the real world 

 Influences on business 

 Business operations 

 Human resources 

Paper 2: Influences of marketing and finance 
on business activity 
What's assessed: 

 Business in the real world 

 Influences on business 

 Marketing 

 Finance 

How both papers are assessed: 

 Two written exams: 1 hour 45 minutes 

each 

 Each paper is worth 90 marks 

 Each paper contributes to 50 % of GCSE 

British Values/SMSC: 
Students should be able to identify and analyse where 
there may be a possible trade-off between ethics and 
profit.  
 
Students will also learn ways in which a business can 
behave ethically and the benefits and drawbacks of 
ethical behaviour. 

Useful Websites: 
www.aqa.org.uk/8132 
www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpsvr82 
www.rewardinglearning.org.uk/microsites/business_s
tudies/gcse/support/unit1.asp 



 

 

Subject: BTEC Business 

 

Course Description:  
This qualification is built on two core units that form the fundamental knowledge and understanding of business principles. This qualification includes an 
additional mandatory unit as well as a choice of optional specialist units, thereby providing an opportunity to develop a broader understanding of the 
business sector. In addition it introduces a limited number of specialist areas and the opportunity to acquire some of the practical skills identified by 
employers as the fundamental building blocks for future competence in the workplace.          
       

Course Content: 
Unit 1: Enterprise in the Business World 
In this unit you will: 

 Know how trends and the current 

business environment may impact on a 

business. 

 Plan an idea for a new business. 

 Present a business model for a business 

start-up. 

  

Unit 2: Finance for Business 
In this unit you will: 

 Understand the costs involved in business 

and how businesses make a profit. 

 Understand how businesses plan for 

success. 

 Understand how businesses measure 

success and identify areas for 

improvement. 

 

Course Assessment: 
BTEC is assessed on a ‘pass’, ‘merit’ or 
‘distinction’ basis. As each unit is completed, 
the marks are added up, to give an overall 
qualification score. 
 
To pass the course if you need to complete 
and pass the mandatory units – these are 
Unit 1 and Unit 2.  
 
The first externally assessed unit is unit 2 
finance and is assessed using a computer 
based test. If you complete the certificate you 
will also have to complete a marketing exam 
for unit 9 that is marked externally. 
 
All other units will be assessed by your own 
teacher. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
The department runs regular clubs, where pupils can 
extend their learning. This is a valuable opportunity 
for pupils to be provided with further one to one 
support in addition to their timetabled lessons. 
 

 

British Values/SMSC: 
This course will help you to develop skills such as 
organisation, the ability to work on your own and the 
confidence to work and perform with others to 
achieve a goal. Studying Business will also help you to 
understand better what is going on in the world 
around you. 

Useful Websites: 
www.beebusinessbee.co.uk 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
btec-firsts/business-2012-nqf.html 
 


