


Subject: English Language 

Course Description:  
Students will revise and hone their knowledge of both Paper 1 and Paper 2 of language looking at extracts of non-literary texts from both pre and post 19th 
century. Students will also focus on crafting a narrative/descriptive and non-fiction text to identify the correct GAP to use and full range of writing skills.  

Course Content: 
Autumn 1: Paper 1 Section A and B 
Revision – Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing.  

Autumn 2: Paper 2 Section A and B 
Revision – Writers Viewpoints and 
Perspectives. 

Spring 1: Paper 1 Section A and B   
Revision – Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing. 

Spring 2: Paper 2 Section A and B  
Revision – Writers Viewpoints and 
Perspectives. 

Summer 1: Bespoke Revision based 
on specific units in preparation for 
the exam. 

Summer 2: GCSE Exam. 

Course Assessment: 
Autumn 1: Paper 1 Section A and B mock exam. 

 

Autumn 2: Paper 2 Section A and B mock exam. 

 

Spring 1: Paper 1 Section A and B mock exam. 

 

Spring 2: Paper 2 Section A and B mock exam. 

 

Summer 1: Mock exam on Paper 1 and 2. 

 

Summer 2: GCSE Exam. 

 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Exam and revision workshops after school and half 
term.  

Creative writing intervention. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Building confidence and mutual respect through     
spoken language. Encouragement of independent    
research and revision. 

Useful Websites: 
https://www.gcsepod.com/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zr9d7ty 



Subject: English Literature 

Course Description:  
Students will study a post-19th century play, a pre-19th century novel, a cluster of poetry and a Shakespeare play. Students will study a range of contexts 
and explore how these both support the prior intention and affect the response of the readers. The focus will be on revising each unit and completed exam 
questions under timed conditions.  

Course Content: 
Autumn 1: Revision An Inspector 

Calls and Comparison Poetry – Paper 

2 Section A and B. 

Autumn 2: Revision Jekyll and Hyde 

and Macbeth – Paper 1 Section A and 

B. 

Spring 1: Revision An Inspector Calls 

and Jekyll and Hyde – Paper 2        

Section A and Paper 1 Section B. 

Spring 2: Revision Macbeth and     

Unseen Poetry – Paper 1 Section A 

and Paper 2 Section C. 

Summer 1: Bespoke revision for all 

units in the Literature exam. 

Summer 2: GCSE Exam. 

Course Assessment: 
Autumn 1: How does Priestley present ideas about 
responsibility in An Inspector Calls? Write about: - The 
ideas about responsibility in An Inspector Calls.  - How 
Priestley presents those ideas by the way he writes.  
Compare how poets present attitudes to warfare in 
‘Bayonet Charge’ and in one other poem from ‘Power 
and Conflict’. 

Autumn 2: Starting with this extract, how does        
Stevenson present Mr Hyde to be an evil, unforgiving 
criminal? How is Macbeth seen as a brutal warrior in 
this extract and throughout the text? 

Spring 1: How and why does Eric change in An         
Inspector Calls?  

Spring 2: How is the theme of guilt presented in the 
extract and throughout the play Macbeth? How does 
the poet present a negative attitude from the      
speaker’s perspective throughout the text? 

Summer 1: Bespoke Assessments based on the        
specific units covered.  

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Potential theatre or cinema visits; potential guest 
speakers; revision master classes. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Debating skills, understanding of other cultures and 
exploration of British history and politics. 

Useful Websites: 
http://nfs.sparknotes.com/macbeth/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zckw2hv 

https://www.gcsepod.com/ 



Subject: Mathematics 

Course Description:   
Students in Year 11 will finish the 2 year GCSE course they began in Year 10 based on the new 9-1 Edexcel specification. There are three ability pathways 
which are designed to support and challenge every student and help them to achieve their potential. Topics are split into chapters where students learn how 
to apply their newly acquired skills to real life situations and exam questions. This year there is particular attention to having fluency, reasoning and problem 
solving skills within area areas of Mathematics better preparing our pupils for their exam and everyday life. These chapters of work will be tested and          
reviewed regularly, allowing support and other interventions can then identified earlier.             

Course Content: 
Over the course of the year, students will 

study four key areas and build upon the     

previous knowledge gained in Year 7-10.    

These are some of the topics covered during 

Year 11:  

Number: Adding, subtracting, multiplying 

and dividing decimals, fractions, decimals 

and percentages, using a calculator.  

Geometry and Measures: Area and volume, 

angle facts, angles in polygons,                  

transformations.  

Algebra: Basic algebra, indices, substitution, 

solving equations, expanding and factorising.  

Statistics: Sampling, averages, frequency    

tables, bar charts, pie charts, two way tables, 

scatter graphs, probability. 

Course Assessment: 
Students will complete formal assessments 
at the end of every half term to establish an 
accurate working at grade. Students’ sets 
are not fixed and these are reviewed         
regularly throughout the year based on   
these assessment outcomes. Towards the 
end of the academic year, students will         
complete an End of Year Exam assessing the 
progress they have made that year.  

Class teachers will informally assess          
students through class work and           
homework. At the start of each chapter, 
prior knowledge which is required will be 
tested and any gaps or misconceptions will 
be addressed. The purpose of this is to    
accelerate new learning within the chapter. 
Informal end of chapter tests will also take 
place within lessons at the end of chapters 
to allow the class teacher to monitor        
progress and react to any issues                
immediately. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
A homework drop in session is available on Tuesdays. 
Teachers are available to help guide students with their 
homework or if they would like any extra understanding of 
class work at any point. We also have ‘Nerd Club’ available 
on a Thursday after school with board games available for 
students to play. 

British Values/SMSC: 
The Mathematics department strive to encourage group 
work regularly within lessons. The purpose of this is to 
help our students’ become independent learners.           
Reasoning and problem solving skills are developed and 
we encourage students to fully support the learning of 
their peers as well as being constructively critical where 
appropriate. 

Useful Websites: 
www.mathswatch.co.uk 

Login: FirstLast@willenhall  Password: Welcome1  

Students will be given personalised logins and passwords 
from their class teacher to allow them to complete any   
homework set. 



Subject: Science 

Course Description:                     

Our Year 11 pupils will continue with the AQA trilogy science course on the flight path chosen at the beginning of Year 10. This sees all pupils being engaged, 
encouraged and supported to reach their targets at the end of Year 11. The combined science course is a series of chapters of biology, chemistry and physics 
taught in rotations. The course includes a number of required practical experiments that enable pupils to embed concepts and learn key practical skills, 
alongside improving their critical thinking. Both practical skills and topic content will be tested regularly to check for understanding and stretch pupils to excel 
in an open and supportive environment.    

Course Content: 
Trilogy combined science is spilt into        
chapters within the three areas of science 
and uses Key Stage 3 knowledge to scaffold 
pupils understanding of a wide range of     
topics, some of which are outlined below: 

Biology: Health and disease; cell biology, 
photosynthesis, homeostasis, digestion, the 
circulatory system and ecology. 

Chemistry: Acids and bases; structure of the 
atom and bonding, hydrocarbons, chemical 
reactions and calculations. 

Physics: Energy, electricity, the atom and 
radiation, forces and Motion. 

During these chapters pupils will also carry 
out multiple practical activities with the aim 
to increase their competency in following 
areas: planning and safety; data collection 
and presentation; data analysis and           
evaluation. 

Course Assessment: 
This science course uses formal assessments 
each half term to generate current working 
levels for the students. This information allows 
us to put affective interventions into place and 
look at pupils setting.  

Formative assessment will also take place in 
the form of exit tickets, homework and class 
work tasks allowing pupils to know how they 
are doing and what areas they require extra 
support ahead of a formal assessment. 

At the end of Year 11 pupils will sit six papers: 
two Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics. 
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and 
understanding from distinct topic areas. These 
areas include pupils’ knowledge of the          
required practical activities.  

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Year 11 revision ‘power sessions’ take place on Wednesdays,          
focusing both on revising topic content and helping students find 
the best methods of revision for them. 

Pupils will be able to take place in the national biology, chemistry 
and physics challenges to be in with a chance of gaining a bronze, 
silver or gold award. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Science covers a wide range of issues that affect many young      
people in a safe and caring environment, enabling our pupils to ask 
questions and develop their understanding of topics such as          
lifestyle choices, ethical opinions and their routes in culture.  

Useful Websites: 
www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrkw2hv            
www.gcsepod.com                                            
https://getrevising.co.uk/                                           
www.youtube.com: search for ‘crash course science’. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrkw2hv
http://www.gcsepod.com
https://getrevising.co.uk/
http://www.youtube.com


Subject: Computing 

Course Description: 
The GCSE Computer Science course gives students the opportunity to discover the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science, including     
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation. Through the introduction of programming, it helps them to analyse problems in    
computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs.      

Course Content: 
Computer Systems Component 1 
 Study how processors work 

 Investigate computer memory and storage 

 Explore modern network layouts and how they 
function 

  Build skills in the ever important realm of cyber 
security 

 Investigate how types of software are used 
within computer systems 

 Stretch wider comprehension of how            
computers and computing affect ethical, legal, 
cultural and environmental issues  

 
Computational thinking, algorithms and           
programming component 
 Study fundamental algorithms in computer    

science 
  Build a firm foundation in programming      

techniques 
 Produce programs through diagrams 
 Thoroughly test programs and make them     

resistant to misuse 
 Explore Boolean algebra (AND, OR, NOT) 
 Understand how we store data within            

computers in binary form  

Course Assessment: 

The Year 11 curriculum builds on the 

knowledge gained in the previous year by   

consolidating existing understanding and     

developing more in-depth programming skills. 

There are two exam papers at the end of the 

course, one focusing on computer systems 

and one with a focus on computational      

thinking, algorithms and programming.  

Each paper lasts 1.5 hours and is worth 40% 

of the total GCSE. Students will also com-

plete a programming project in the final 

year of the course that will take a total of 20 

hours to complete, and is worth 20% of the 

final GCSE award. 

Assessments are also carried out every half 

term. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
The department runs regular clubs, where students 
can make use of the Computing facilities to extend 
their learning. This is a valuable opportunity for pupils 
to be provided with further one to one support in     
addition to their timetabled lessons. 

British Values/SMSC: 
The student will gain valuable thinking and               
programming skills that are extremely attractive in the 
modern workplace. This course will also help students 
to  understand the impact of digital technology to the 
individual and to wider society, understand the      
components that make up digital systems, and how 
they communicate with one another and with other 
systems. 

Useful Websites: 

www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science

-j276-from-2016 

www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z34k7ty 



Subject: Dance 

Course Description:                  

Pupils completing Dance will build on all foundation skills already learnt in Years 9 and 10 to complete a BTEC Performing Arts Tech Award at the end of Year 
11. Pupils will have the opportunity to mark all units in lesson time with their final piece being assessed.  

Course Content: 
Working as a performer requires the      
application of skills, techniques and      
practices that enable students to produce 
and interpret performance work.  

Students will communicate intentions to 
an audience through the discipline of 
dance, take part in workshops in class 
where they will develop technical,        
practical and interpretative skills through 
both the rehearsal and performance      
process. Students will work from existing 
performing arts repertoire, applying       
relevant skills and techniques to             
reproduce the work.  

Course Assessment: 
The course includes three units of which two 
are assessed internally through practical           
exploration, performance and written        
assignments or presentations. The final unit 
is externally examined through performance 
and the inclusion of a log book. 

Students in Year 11 will get the opportunity 
to explore these different assessments in 
‘mock’ form.  

Assessments are also carried out on a half-
termly basis. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 

 Extra-Curricular- Senior dance company (Tuesday) 
 Performance opportunities – Dance showcase, festivals at 

other schools, school musical 
 London Theatre Trip 

Useful Websites: 
www.youtube.com  

http://marthagraham.org  

 

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils learn about dance around the world and industry. They 
get to express different topics and issues through dance They 
build the ability to work with a variety of people and give    
constructive feedback showing empathy for others. They are 
also able to approach difficult topics with sensitivity. Pupils 
will understand the meaning of perseverance and grit and 
have the opportunity to apply competition 



Subject: Drama 

Course Description:                  

In Drama, students will explore all three elements of the course and learn the skills required to complete each component. In Year 11 students will complete 
their Component 2 practical externally assessed scripted performance as well as their written examination which are both final assessments. Students will be 
prepped for these by mocks in lesson.  

Course Content: 
Pupils will participate in a range of activities that 
explore the three components of GCSE Drama:  

Component 1- Devising: Pupils will understand 
and develop skills needed to devise a piece of   
drama. Pupils will work collaboratively with       
others to explore a range of stimuli from different 
contexts in order to create an original                
performance piece.  

Component 2- Performance from text: Pupils will 
develop knowledge, understanding and skills in 
exploring and performing from performance 
texts. Pupils will interpret a variety of texts and 
rehearse and refine different extracts, leading to 
final class performances. They will develop a wide 
range of acting within workshops to develop their 
acting ability.  

Component 3- Theatre Makers in Practice: Pupils 
will develop a knowledge of key texts and will   
explore practically with these key texts to          
understand how they might be interpreted and 
realised from ‘page to stage’. The exploration will 
give students an insight into how texts may be 
brought to life for an audience and the creative 
roles within this process. 

Course Assessment: 
Pupils will be assessed based upon GCSE 
criteria so that they are aware of current 
descriptors for each component.  

Assessments will be completed in the 
form of, group workshop exploration,   
performances and reflective/evaluative 
tasks.  

All assessments will be based upon the 
skills needed for the three components of 
devising, performance from text and     
theatre makers in practice. 

Final assessment for component 1 will 
happen at the end of Year 10 which will 
be filmed and stored ready to complete 
the course in Year 11.  

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils develop transferable skills such as negotiation, 
resilience, team work, cooperation, self-confidence 
and public speaking. They will explore texts that help 
broaden their understanding of different social,       
cultural, moral and historical contexts and situations. 
Pupils are able to reject and select ideas taking into 
consideration and respect for others whilst tackling 
difficult topics and understand how to develop these 
with sensitivity. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
 Extra-Curricular drama group  

 Opportunities for theatre trips  

 Performance Opportunities – School Musical 

 Trip to London Harry Potter Studio 

Useful Websites: 
www.youtube.com  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zbckjxs  
GCSEbitesize 



Subject: PE (GCSE) 

Course Description:   
The course builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills established in Key Stage 3 Physical Education. It will give you exciting opportunities to be       
involved in a number of different physical activities, promoting an active and healthy lifestyle. You should have an interest in physical education and sport, 
enjoy being active and appreciate the benefits of keeping fit and healthy.                 

Course Content: 
Develop theoretical knowledge and             
understanding of the factors that underpin 
physical activity and sport and use this 
knowledge to improve performance.  

Understand how the physiological and        
psychological state affects performance in 
physical activity and sport. 

Perform effectively in different physical       
activities by developing skills and techniques 
and selecting and using tactics, strategies 
and/or compositional ideas.  

Develop their ability to analyze and evaluate 
to improve performance in physical activity 
and sport Understand the contribution which 
physical activity and sport make to health, 
fitness and well-being.  

Understand key socio-cultural influences 
which can affect people’s involvement in 
physical activity and sport. 

Course Assessment: 
External Examination (60%) 

 Component 1: Fitness and the Body Systems, 1 

hour and 45 minutes written examination, 90 

marks (36%)  

 Component 2: Health and Performance, 1 hour 

and 15 minute written examination, 70 marks 

(24%)  

Both components will consists of multiple-choice, 

short answer and extended examination         

questions.  

Practical Examination (40%) 

 Component 3: Practical performance, students 

completing three physical activities from a set 

list, one must be team, one must be individual 

then the final activity can be a free choice (105 

marks, 30%)  

 Component 4: Personal Exercise Programme, 

students will produce a Personal Exercise     

Programme and require to analyse and         

evaluate their performance (20 marks, 10%) 

Enrichment Opportunities: 

 Extra-Curricular clubs 

 Outdoor Adventurous Sports 

 National Sporting Centres  

British Values/SMSC: 

 Leadership 

 Communication 

 Working together to achieve similar aim. 

 Self esteem 

 Self-belief  

 Teamwork  

 Fair play  

 Discussions  

Useful Websites: 
https://www.gcsepod.com 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/
zxbg39q 

https://www.gcsepod.com
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zxbg39q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zxbg39q


Subject: PE (BTEC Sport) 

Course Description:   
BTEC Sport Level 2 (First Award) allows students to experience a vocational route throughout their Physical Education in Key Stage 4. The course aims to encourage 
personal development by taking part in practical participation in a range of sports and physical activities. Allow students to understand how sport and physical    
activity can impact upon their personal fitness. It will enhance leadership skills and develop students in their communicational, planning and team working skills.  

Course Content: 
Students will predominantly complete Unit 1 in 
Year 10, however below is a brief  explanation on 
the other units required to complete in Year 11. 

Unit 1: Fitness for Sport and Exercise, know about 
the components of fitness and the principles of 
training. Discuss the different fitness methods 
and investigate the different fitness tests to      
determine fitness levels.  

Unit 2: Practical Sports Performance, understand 
the rules, regulations and scoring systems in two 
selected sports. Practically demonstrate skills, 
techniques and tactics in two sports and review 
performances.  

Unit 5: Training for Personal Fitness, design a   
personal training programme. Learn about the 
different exercise adherence factors and          
strategies for continued success. Implement a   
self-designed fitness programme to achieve your 
own goals and review once completed. 

Unit 6: Leading Sports Activities, know the     
attributes associated with successful sports     
leadership. Demonstrate own leadership skills by 
completing the planning and leading of a sports 
activity and review their sports activity once     
completed.  

Course Assessment: 
Online External Examination 

Unit 1: Fitness for Sport and Exercise, externally 

assessed using an onscreen test. The tests last 

for 1 hour and there are 50 marks available. 

Other completed units (coursework/

assignment based). 

The chosen units are internally marked then 

externally verified by the exam board. The     

assessment will vary from pretention, reports; 

written tasks etc. it depends on the given       

assignment brief. 

Unit 2: Practical Sports Performance. 

Unit 5: Training for Personal Fitness. 

Unit 6: Leading Sports Activities. 

 

All graded at Level 1 pass, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 

Merit and/or Level 2 Distinction. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 

 Extra-Curricular clubs 

 Outdoor Adventurous Sports  

 National Sporting Centres 

British Values/SMSC: 

 Leadership 

 Communication 

 Working together to achieve similar aim. 

 Self esteem 

 Self-belief 

 Teamwork 

 Fair play 

 Discussions 

Useful Websites: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html


Subject: Music 

Course Description:  
Students in Year 11 will focus on completing the final coursework component of their GCSE; the practical portfolio. They will develop their ensemble skills 
through a group performance in a style of their choice, along with a composition to a set brief specified by the exam board. The portfolio mark will contribute 
to 30% of student’s overall grade, with each individual task carrying a weighting of 15%. Students will also continue to develop their listening and analysis 
skills in the four areas of study in preparation for their final exam; the concerto through time rhythms of the world, film music and conventions of pop.    
                

Course Content: 

Term 1: Students will focus on two       
controlled assessments – an ensemble 
performance (showcased in December) 
and the development of their               
composition. Students will complete a 
range of musical activities to support 
their understanding of solo artists and 
pop ballads, and world music styles      
including Israeli and Palestinian music, 
the music of Trinidad and Tobago, and 
African drumming.  
 
Term 2: Students will continue to work on 
developing their composition to a set 
brief, whilst focusing on further             
developing their listening and analysis 
skills ready for their summer exam.       
Students will focus on topics including the 
classical and romantic Concerto, and the 
link between film music and mood.  
 
Term 3: Students take part in a number of 
revision activities covering all areas of 
study before completing their final        
listening exam. 

Course Assessment: 
Students are assessed on three areas in    
Music: 
 
Performance: They will be assessed on their 
ability to perform within an ensemble and as 
a soloist on an instrument of their choice. 
 
Composition: They will be assessed on their 
ability to write music adding musical          
direction as well as being able to work to a 
set musical brief. 
 
Listening: They will be assessed on their 
ability to describe music using the correct 
musical language both verbally and through 
written tasks. 
 
There will also be WAG Assessment on a   
half-termly basis. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Free peripatetic lessons in a range of instruments. A weekly vocal 
group will be working towards performing at Walsall’s regional 
event the ‘Big Sing’. Weekly Orchestra rehearsals will provide 
instrumental students with the opportunity to perform with a 
regional school’s orchestra event called the ‘Big Orchestra’. In 
addition, a variety of musical trips will be offered giving students 
the chance to experience a diverse range of musical styles. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Students will work together to develop their team work and 
co-operation skills, with a focus on developing students’     
creativity and resilience. Students will learn the art of          
constructive criticism in self and peer evaluation activities and 
will develop their confidence through in lesson performance 
opportunities. Students will be develop their knowledge of 
the historical and cultural significance of a variety of musical 
genres and styles.  

Useful Websites: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpf3cdm 
https://twitter.com/garagebandios 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpf3cdm      
https://www.youtube.com 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpf3cdm


Subject: Art  

Course Description:                  

GCSE ART Craft and Design will give students the opportunity to explore a wide range of skills. Fine art; drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking and mixed    
media. Textile design; art textiles, constructed textiles, printed and dyed textiles, surface pattern, stitched and/or embellished textiles. Three-dimensional 
design; sculpture, ceramics, product design, jewellery and body adornment and interior design. Photography; location photography, experimental imagery, 
installation and animation and fashion photography. 

Course Content: 
Portfolio: Students will meet the four                   
assessment objectives creating work for 1 
major project (Natural forms), a MOCK exam 
project (Food or Travel) and an extended 
learning project. 

Externally Set Task: A 10 hour examination in 
the Art department under controlled          
conditions. There is preparation time before 
the exam usually of about 3 months in which 
time the candidates prepare research and   
develop ideas.  

Work is assessed by Art teachers and an     
external moderator from the exam board. 
Students respond to a starting point provided 
by AQA. This response provides evidence of 
the student’s ability to work independently 
within specified time constraints, realise     
intentions that are personal and meaningful 
and explicitly address the requirements of all 
four assessment objectives. 

Course Assessment: 
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of 
sources. (Artist Research) 

AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting 
and experimenting with appropriate media, 
materials, techniques and processes. 
(Experimenting) 

AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as work progresses. 
(Observational drawings and photography) 

AO4: Present a personal and meaningful        
response that realises intentions and        
demonstrates understanding of visual            
language. (Final pieces) 

Controlled Assessment 1: Portfolio 60%  

Controlled Assessment 2: Externally set task 
40% 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
 After school Art club to support coursework 

 Visits to Art galleries and opportunities to work 
with artists 

 Links with Wolverhampton University School of Art 
and Design 

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils will explore historical and contemporary         
developments, and different styles and genres in      
relation to Art, Craft and Design. 

They will gain an understanding of how images,       
artefacts and products relate to social, historical,    
vocational and cultural contexts. 

Useful Websites: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/ 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/
art-and-design-8201-8206 

http://www.studentartguide.com/articles/sketchbook
-ideas-and-portfolio-presentation 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206


Subject: Photography 

Course Content: 
Portfolio: Students will meet the four               
assessment objectives creating work for 1 
major project (Still Life), a mock exam project 
(Abstract). 

Externally Set Task: A 10 hour examination in 
the Art department under controlled          
conditions. There is preparation time before 
the exam usually of about 3 months in which 
time the candidates prepare research and   
develop ideas.  

Work is assessed by Art teachers and an      
external moderator from the exam board. 
Students respond to a starting point provided 
by AQA. This response provides evidence of 
the student’s ability to work independently 
within specified time constraints, realise    
intentions that are personal and meaningful 
and explicitly address the requirements of all 
four assessment objectives. 

Course Assessment: 
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of 
sources. (Artist Research) 

AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting 
and experimenting with appropriate media, 
materials, techniques and processes. 
(Experimenting) 

AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as work progresses. 
(Observational drawings and photography) 

AO4: Present a personal and meaningful        
response that realises intentions and       
demonstrates understanding of visual           
language. (Final pieces) 

Controlled Assessment 1: (Portfolio 60%)  

Controlled Assessment 2: (Externally set task 
40%)  

 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
After school coursework support sessions.  

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils will explore historical and contemporary         
developments, and different styles and genres in    
relation to Photography: lens-based and light-based 
media.  

They will gain an understanding of how images,       
artefacts and products relate to social, historical,     
vocational and cultural contexts.  

Useful Websites: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/
gallery/photographyrev1.shtml 

http://www.gcsephotography.co.uk/ 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/
art-and-design-8201-8206 

Course Description:                  

Students will learn to develop, refine and record their ideas and improve their creative skills through the effective and safe use of media, materials,           
techniques, processes and technologies. Students will learn to successfully use visual language and the formal elements; colour, line, form, shape, tone and 
texture. Additionally, students will learn to experiment using a range of digital and non-digital techniques.   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/gallery/photographyrev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/gallery/photographyrev1.shtml
http://www.gcsephotography.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206


Subject: Resistant Materials 

Course Description:                     

Students will be completing the controlled assessment element of the course which is worth 60% of the final grade. This will involve working towards an    
exam board set design brief where they will produce research, develop design proposals and a final product using various resistant materials, machinery, 
tools and techniques. Pupils will also complete preparatory work for the written exam element of the course which is worth 40%. 

Course Content: 
GCSE specifications in Design and Technology    
enable candidates to: 

• Actively engage in the processes of design and 
technology to develop as effective and           
independent learners 

• Make decisions, consider sustainability and 
combine skills with knowledge and                  
understanding in order to design and make 
quality products 

• Explore ways in which aesthetic, technical,     
economic, environmental, ethical and social 
dimensions interact to shape designing and 
making 

 Analyse existing products and produce practical 
solutions to needs, wants and opportunities, 
recognising their impact on quality of life 

 Develop decision-making skills through                
individual and collaborative working 

• Understand that designing and making reflect 
and influence cultures and societies, and that 
products have an impact on lifestyle 

Course Assessment: 
60% controlled assessment 

40% Exam based on theory knowledge 

Unit 1: Written Paper (45551) 

40% of total marks 

2 hours 

120 marks 

Candidates answer all questions in two       
sections 

Pre-Release material issued 

Unit 2: Design and Making Practice (45552) 

60% of total marks 

Approximately 45 hours 

Consists of a single design and make activity 

selected from a range of board set tasks. 

Enrichment Opportunities 
Opportunities to visit Toyota and Jaguar          
Landrover. 

Useful Websites: 
BBC bitesize                                                   
www.aqa.org.uk                                      
www.dyson.co.uk                                    
www.alessi.com                
www.technologystudent.com 

British Values/SMSC: 
 Designing for a client 

  Sustainability and the environment 

 Recycling and the 6R’s  

 Working in collaboration with each other 



Subject: Textiles 

Course Description:                     

Students will be completing the controlled assessment element which is worth 60% of the course. This will involve working towards an exam board set design 
brief where they will produce research, develop design proposals and a final product using various textiles, machinery and techniques of their choice.          
Students will then gain the theoretical knowledge required for the written examination paper. 

Course Content: 
Candidates should be taught to: 

 Be creative and innovative when designing  

 Design products to meet the needs of clients 
and consumers 

 Understand the design principles of form,       
function and fitness for purpose 

 Understand the role that designers and       
product developers have, and the impact and 
responsibility they have on and to society  

 Analyse and evaluate existing products,          
including those from professional designers 

 Develop and use design briefs and                
specifications   for product development  

 Consider the conflicting demands that moral, 
cultural, economic, and social values and needs 
can make in the planning and in the designing 
of products 

 Consider environmental and sustainability     
issues in designing products 

 Consider health and safety in all its aspects 

Course Assessment: 
60% controlled assessment 

40% Exam based on theory knowledge 

 

Unit 1: Written Paper (45551) 

 40% of total marks 

 2 hours 

 120 marks 

 Candidates answer all questions in two      
sections 

 Pre-Release material issued 

Unit 2: Design and Making Practice (45552) 

 60% of total marks 

 Approximately 45 hours 

 Consists of a single design and make        
activity selected from a range of board set 
tasks 

Enrichment Opportunities 
 Clothes show live trip 

 Visiting fashion designer and artist 

 Willenhall sewing bee 

Useful Websites: 
BBC bitesize                                                          
www.aqa.org.uk                              
www.pinterest.co.uk 
www.technologystudent.com 

British Values/SMSC: 
 Designing for a client 

  Sustainability and the environment 

 Recycling and the 6R’s  

 Working in collaboration with each other 



Subject: Food  

Course Description:                     

Catering equips learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. 
It encourages learners to cook, enables them to make informed decisions about food and nutrition and allows them to acquire knowledge in order to be able 
to feed themselves and others affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life. 

Course Content: 

 The industry – food and drink  

 Job roles, employment opportunities and     
relevant training. 

  Health, safety and hygiene  

 Food preparation, cooking and presentation    

  Nutrition and menu planning 

  Costing and portion control  

 Specialist equipment 

 Communication and record keeping 

 Environmental considerations 

Course Assessment: 
TASK 1: *20%+ One task to be selected from a 
bank of three tasks set by WJEC. Internally 
assessed using WJEC set criteria and             
externally moderated. Duration up to 15 
hours.  

TASK 2: *40%+ One task to be selected from a 
bank of three tasks set by WJEC. Internally 
assessed using WJEC set criteria and             
externally moderated. Duration up to 30 
hours to commence in the second half of the 
course.  

UNIT 2: Catering, food and the customer 
(Written Paper (1 ¼ hours 40%)) A paper     
externally set and assessed. Candidates will 
be required to respond to short-answer, 
structured and free response questions 
drawn from all the areas of study of the unit.  

Enrichment Opportunities 
 Good Food Show 

 College visits 

 Farm and sustainable products 

Useful Websites: 
www.eduqas.co.uk  

British Values/SMSC: 
 Sustainability and the environment 

 Designing for ourselves 

 Working in collaboration with each other 



Subject: French 

Course Description:                   

Students’ knowledge is developed further to GCSE standard. Students further develop their linguistic skills in listening, reading, speaking and writing, with 
more complex and sophisticated language to deal with. Students now complete their controlled assessments in writing and speaking, as well as preparing for 
their listening and reading exams. 

Course Content: 
Topics:  

Theme 1: Identity and Culture 

 Me my friends and family 

 Technology in everyday life 

 Free time activities 

 Customs and festivals 

Theme 2: Local, National, International and 
global areas or interest 

 Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

 Social issues e.g. Charity, Healthy living 

 Global issues e.g. Environment, Poverty 

 Travel and tourism 

Theme 3: Current and future study and      
employment 

 My studies 

 Post-16 options 

 Jobs, careers and ambitions 

Course Assessment: 
25% Listening exam 

 Comprehension questions 

25% Reading exam 

 Comprehension questions  

 Translation French- English 

25% Written exam 

Foundation: 

 Short task- describe the photo 

 Short task- 40 words 

 Translation – 5 sentences 

 Structured task- 90 words 

Higher: 

 Structured task- 90 words 

 Longer task- 150 words 

 Translation: English- French 

25% Speaking exam 

 Photocard- describe the photo- 2 seen questions, 2 
unseen 

 Role-play 

 General conversation 

Enrichment Opportunities 
 Period 6 

 Bespoke revision classes 

 Language leaders 

British Values/SMSC: 
We will study the world we live in the topics that 
we look at will consider the differences between 
cultures and different countries 

Useful Websites: 
https://www.memrise.com/ 

https://quizlet.com/latest 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/
french-8658 

https://www.duolingo.com/ 

https://www.memrise.com/
https://quizlet.com/latest
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658
https://www.duolingo.com/


 

 

 

 

 

Subject: History 

Course Description:  

In Year 11, the modules students will study are ‘Britain and Health from Medieval Times to Modern Day’ and ‘Elizabethan England’.  

Course Content: 
Autumn Term: Elizabethan England 

The students will look at the difficulties faced 
by a female ruler in Tudor times with focus on 
Elizabeth’s court and parliament and life in 
Elizabethan England. They will look at the   
successes and threats to Elizabeth’s power 
and evaluate evidence to see how                
successfully she dealt with these threats.    
Finally, students will conclude, with evidence 
if Elizabeth’s reign was a success even though 
she was the last Tudor monarch.  

Spring Term: Revision 

Revision of Medicine Through Time, Public 
Health, Germany, MTT and Public Health.  We 
will focus on exam skills and mark schemes, 
with the aim being to make the students not 
only competent with the types of questions 
that will appear, but also how these questions 
will be marked. This will also link to their    
target grades.  

Summer Term :Exam skills 

Exam Skills and Year 11 sitting exams. 

Course Assessment: 
History will assess students in line with the 
exam styled questions.  
 
They will be assessed at the end of every 
unit within the topic and then an exam 
after the topic has finished.  
 
Assessments are also carried out every 

half term. Enrichment Opportunities 
Possible trip to Belgium and France to the battlefield. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Students will be looking at social impact on society,      
democracy, dictatorship, the plight of minorities and the 
morality of war.  

Useful Websites: 
www.historyonline.co.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/history 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zxjk4j6 

  



Subject: Geography 

Course Description: 
This course offers engaging and topical content, a stimulating blend of traditional and contemporary Geography to suit students of all abilities. It also offers 
the study of physical and human Geography in discrete, self-contained topic areas with a focus on physical processes and factors that produce diverse and 
dynamic landscapes over time.                

Course Content: 

Autumn Term 1:  

 Geographical Enquiry 

 Challenges of Human Environments/
Economic World  

Autumn Term 2:  

 Economic World/Urban issues and          
challenges  

Spring Term 1:  

 The Challenges of Resource Management 

 Geographical Enquiry  

Spring Term 2:  

 Revision 

 Geographical Enquiry  

Summer Term 1:  

 Revision 

 

Course Assessment: 

Pupils will be assessed throughout the year in 
a variety of ways including: questioning, class 
discussions, group work, peer and                
self-assessment, and individual focused       
activities. Pupils will be assessed each half 
term through a module test to demonstrate 
their knowledge and understanding of        
Geographical topics. Other assessments will 
be delivered in a variety of formats to enable 
pupils to strive to achieve their best.  

 

The external assessment at the end of the 
course will involve three examinations. Two 
of these examinations will be 1 and a half 
hours long, with the 3rd an hour and fifteen 
minutes long. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Pupils will be encouraged to do their own                       
extra-curricular research and showcase them amongst 
their peers; topics could include Fair Trade and     
Tourism.  

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils will be learning about our British values, our 
economy and the impact Britons have had around the 
world. 

 

Useful Websites: 
AQA Geography                                               
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize Geo Resources - 
www.georesources.co.uk National Geographical - 
www.national geographic.com Cool Geography - 
www.coolgeography.co.uk 



Subject: Business Studies 

Course Content: 

Students follow the GCSE Applied Business 
single award qualification by Edexcel. The   
single award comprises of two units. 

Unit 1 – 60% (Controlled assessment) 

This unit is an investigation into what        
business enterprise is all about, including how 
businesses are organised and how people are 
involved. It also looks at new issues such as 
‘ethical’ and ‘green’ business. Students will 
focus on one local and one national or        
international business. 

Unit 2 – Financial records – 40% (exam) 

This unit focuses on how businesses record 
financial transactions, make payments and 
keep records of how they are doing.  

Students will learn about balance sheets, 
profit and loss accounts and how to use these 
to understand business performance in a 
practical context. 

Course Assessment: 

In year 2, students focus on Unit 2, where 

there is continuous assessment through-out 

the year via class work and homework. 

A formal assessment will be undertaken each 

half term whereby students will be assessed 

on the work completed during that half term. 

Students will then apply what they have 

learned to the questions asked in an             

externally assessed exam, taken in the      

summer, as follows: 

 A one-hour un-tiered examination marked 

out of 60 

 Six structured questions, comprising a mix-

ture of multiple-choice, short- and extend-

ed answers 

 The exam is worth 40% of the final GCSE 

award 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Extra-curricular sessions are held both at lunchtimes 
and after school. A number of additional sessions are 
held before and during exam periods to provide       
additional support for students to realise their full   
potential. 

British Values/SMSC: 
For those who are considering running a business of 
their own in the future, the applied nature of the 
course means that students can learn a huge amount 
about the potential prizes open to them and the 
pitfalls to avoid in the real world. 

Useful Websites: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpsvr82 

http://www.tutor2u.net/business/glossary/aqaunit1/
engage.html - Business glossary 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
edexcel-gcses/applied-business-2009.html 

Course Description: 
The great thing about the Applied Business GCSE specification is that it give students a more in-depth look into how business works, covering everything from 
small, home-run businesses to international corporations, and covers a wide range of sectors and industries. The qualification encourages the student to be 
inspired, moved and changed by following a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study and to gain an insight into related sectors.   



Subject: Sociology 

Course Description: 
In Year 11, students will complete the two year GCSE course they began in Year 10 based on the AQA GCSE full course specification. There are two units which are split in 
different topics for students to learn about different social issues and the perspective of sociologists on and possible causes and impact to individuals, groups and society as 
a whole.  This year there is particular attention to developing more detailed writing skills, using key terminology, and timed examination practice. Students also engage in 
group debate on current topical social issues in order to further develop their critical thinking, and reasoning of the world around; thereby supporting their continual                   

development of understanding the units and topics already learned.  

Course Content: 

Unit 1:  

 Studying Society 

 Education; Families 

 

Unit 2:  

 Crime and Deviance 

 Mass Media 

 Power 

 Social Inequality 

Course Assessment: 

Students will complete assessments every 6 hours 
of learning using AQA examination questions,     
focusing on different marks value, to establish an 
accurate working at grade.  

The end of course examinations will take place 21st 
May and 25th May – outlined below:  

Unit 1:  

 Written Paper –1 hour 30 minutes 

 90 marks – 50% 

Three Compulsory topic areas: 

 Topic 1: Students to answer ALL questions. 

 Topic 2 and 3: students will answer six           
compulsory questions and ONE question from a 
choice of two. 

Unit 2:  

 Written Paper – 1 hour 30 minutes 

 90 marks – 50% 

Candidates choose THREE topic areas from four 
options. For each topic area chosen, students     
answer SIX compulsory questions and ONE      
question from a choice of two. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Period 6  - Tuesday and Thursday – 3pm – 4pm.               
Students engage in extended writing to answer 12 marks 
questions; identifying trigger words in the question to    
ensure clarity of understanding on what is to being asked 
to answer; quick fire quizzes to stimulate recall of 
knowledge.  

British Values/SMSC: 
 To explore experiences that influences the structure of 

families, education and society  

 To understand social order and those of deviate from it  

 To understand the role of democracy in British society  

 To understand Britain’s Parliamentary structure 

Useful Websites: 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/
specification-4190/past-papers-and-mark-schemes  

http://www.podology.org.uk/#/home/4556339389  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/specification-4190/past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/specification-4190/past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.podology.org.uk/#/home/4556339389


Subject: Health and Social Care 

Course Description:                                                                                                   
Students in Year 11 will finish the two year BTEC course they began in Year 10 based on the Pearson’s BTEC national award Health and Social Care level 2     
Edexcel specification. There are four units to be completed by May 2017, one of which is exam based and three that are internally assessed and externally 
moderated (coursework). Unit 1 Human Lifespan and Development (exam) was taken in the summer of 2017. Unit 2 Health and Social care values was      
completed in Year 10. During Year 11 the focus is for students to complete Unit 3 Communication in Health and Social and Unit 6 Diet and Nutrition for 
Health. The units selected will help develop the skills needed for work in the health and social care sector with opportunities for a diverse range of careers.   

Course Content: 

Over the course of the two years students will 
have studied 4 units. 

Unit 1: Human Lifespan and Development. This 
encourages students to investigate the              
development of individuals from birth to later 
adulthood. It also requires exploration of factors 
that might affect development. 

Unit 2: Looks at the care values needed to be a 
successful health and social care worker. Students 
who go onto work in the sector will be expected 
to adhere to and follow the fundamentals of care. 
Confidentiality, maintaining dignity, respecting 
and safeguarding individuals. 

Unit 3: Communicating in the health and social 
care sector. This unit enables effective               
development of the communication skills that are 
vital to work in the health and social care sector.  

 

Course Assessment: 

Units 2, 3 and 6 involve an internal               
assessment. The weeks leading to the internal 
assessment are teacher based with the       
students learning the content for the           
assessments and then taking this learning 
away to complete assignment based tasks.  

Unit 1 is an external exam where students will 
have to: 

 Describe growth and development across 
the life stages 

 Students will also have to explain how     
factors such as physical, psychological,   
economic and environment factors         
contribute to our development 

 Discuss how factors interrelate to affect 
our development positively and negatively  

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Coursework catch up lunchtimes 

Extensive exam revision 6 weeks in the run up to the 
resit of the exam 

British Values/SMSC: 
 Health and social cares underpin the SMSC          

characteristics 

 Students will have an idea on how society and       
culture affect the person we become 

 We also look at differences in attitudes that define 
our morals 

Useful Websites: 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
btec-nationals/health-and-social-care-2010.html 


