




Subject: English 

Course Description:  
Students will delve into the world of Dickens and the Victorian society, explore the world of fantasy through creating their own imaginative narrative,         
understand the skills needed to be a good leader through effectively analysing extracts, analyse literary poets around the world through critically               
commenting specific themes presented, analyse Superheroes and enjoy Shakespeare through a deeper insight into the tragic love story of Romeo and Juliet. 

Course Content: 
Autumn 1: A Christmas Carol by 
Charles Dickens (Literature). 

 
Autumn 2: Fantasy (Language). 

  

Spring 1: Leaders – Speech Writing 
and Analysis (Language). 

 
Spring 2: Around the World Poetry 
(Literature).  

 
Summer 1: Superheroes (Language).  

 
Summer 2: Introduction to Romeo 
and Juliet (Literature).  

 

Course Assessment: 
Autumn 1: How does Dickens use language present 
the theme of power and control in Staves 1-3? 

Autumn 2: Produce a piece of creative writing based 
on the topic of fantasy. 

Spring 1: Write a response to the following question: 
‘Teenagers today have it far too easy’ Write a speech 
to be delivered to your classmates where you argue 
your viewpoint on this topic.   

Spring 2: Unseen Poetry – How does the writer        
present the theme of nature effectively in the text? 

Summer 1: Answer all of Paper 1 Section A and B.  Use 
the extract Superheroes extract to focus deduce and 
infer relevant material related to language, structure 
and impressions. 

Summer 2: How is Conflict presented in Act 3 Scene 1 
of Romeo and Juliet and throughout the play? 

WAG assessment will be taking place at the end of 
every term. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Potential theatre visits or performances in school. 

Guest speakers and library visits. 

Catch up classes. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Debating skills, understanding of other cultures and 
confidence building. 

Useful Websites: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zgvbgk7/
revision 

http://bestfantasybooks.com/best-children%27s-
fantasy-books.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/english/
speaking_listening/speaking/revision/3/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zh8wxnb 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRrvQ1vZxcg 



Subject: Mathematics 

Course Description:   
Mathematics in Year 7 aims to build upon the skills learnt in KS2 by identifying and addressing any gaps in students’ knowledge to help accelerate all new 
learning. Mathematics in Year 7 runs a teach “the stage” and “not the age” approach to consolidate learning. The aim is to encourage students to become 
mathematically fluent and develop their reasoning and problem solving skills.              

Course Content: 
Over the course of the year, students will 

study four key areas and build upon the     

previous knowledge gained KS2. These are 

some of the topics covered during Year 7: 

 

Number: Adding, subtracting, multiplying 

and dividing decimals, fractions, decimals 

and percentages.  

 

Geometry and Measures: Area and volume, 

angle facts, angles in polygons,                  

transformations.  

 

Algebra: Introduction to algebra,                 

substitution, solving equations, expanding 

and factorising.  

 

Statistics: Averages, pie charts, two way     

tables, scatter graphs, probability. 

Course Assessment: 
Students will complete formal assessments 
at the end of every half term based on the 
learning of that particular half term.          
Towards the end of the academic year,    
students will complete an End of Year Exam 
assessing all of their learning from the year. 
Students’ sets are not fixed and these are 
reviewed regularly throughout the year. 

Class teachers will informally assess          
students through class work and           
homework. At the start of each chapter, 
prior knowledge which is required will be 
tested and any gaps or misconceptions will 
be addressed. The purpose of this is to     
accelerate new learning within the chapter. 
Informal end of chapter tests will also take 
place within lessons at the end of chapters 
to allow the class teacher to monitor        
progress and react to any issues                
immediately.                                                      
WAG assessment will be taking place at the 
end of every term. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
A homework drop in session is available in the Maths 
department after school on a Monday. Teachers are 
available to help guide students with their homework or 
if they would like any extra support of class work at any 
point. 

British Values/SMSC: 
The Mathematics department strives to encourage 
group work regularly within lessons. The purpose of this 
is to help our students’ become independent learners. 
Reasoning and problem solving skills are developed and 
we encourage students to fully support the learning of 
their peers as well as being constructively critical where 
appropriate. 

Useful Websites: 
  www.mymaths.co.uk  Login: willenhall Password: champion  

Students will be given personalised logins and passwords   
from their class teacher to allow them to complete         
any homework set. 



Subject: Science 

Course Description:                     

Pupils follow the national curriculum for Key Stage 3 Science. The units are split into Biology, Chemistry and Physics units. The curriculum is designed to      
provide a balanced curriculum which will engage pupil’s interest in Science. 

Course Content: 
Pupils study the following units: 

 Cells the building blocks of life. 

 Eating, Drinking and breathing. 

 Mixing, Dissolving and Separating. 

 Elements, compounds and reactions. 

 Forces and their effects. 

 Energy Transfers and Sound. 

Course Assessment: 
Assessment for learning is used throughout 
lessons so that work can be set to provide a 
challenge for pupils.  

 
Formal assessment occurs at the end of each 
unit in the form of a written test. WAG       
assessment will be taking place at the end of 
every term. 

Pupils also undertake an end of year            
examination. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
There will be several opportunities throughout the 

year for students to take part in activities such as the 

Zoo Lab, The Big Bang and activities during Science 

Week. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Respect for the views of others. 

Enable students to develop their self-knowledge,    

self-esteem and self-confidence. 

Useful Websites: 
https://connect.collins.co.uk/school/
teacherlogin.aspx 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p 



Subject: Computing 

Course Description: 
Pupils study a number of distinct modules covering a variety of topics that develop their technical understanding of Computing. A wide-ranging programme 
of study is covered, which further develops skills learned at primary school as well as introducing a range of new ones. The aim is to provide a curriculum that 
allows students to explore areas that engage end enthuse whilst ensuring all strands of the Computing curriculum are explored.  

Course Content: 
Throughout key stage 3, students will develop 
practical ICT and computing skills as well as 
team-work, communication, problem-solving, 
presentation skills and the ability to reflect on 
and evaluate their own work and that of    
others. 

Students will develop knowledge and          
understanding of appropriate file and folder 
management, computer hardware and       
software, spreadsheets, programming with 
Kodu, creating video and databases.  

New topics such as programming give          
students the opportunity to express their   
creativity and test their problem solving skills, 
as well as extend their learning independently 
by taking their work beyond the level of what 
is taught in the classroom. 

Students will also be educated in the wider 
social aspects of the subject, including how to 
use the internet safely. 

Course Assessment: 
As well as pupils being assessed during       
lessons through question and answering, 
class discussion and group work, half   
termly rigorous formal assessments will 
provide learners with detailed feedback, 
essential so that they are aware of exactly 
what is required to attain desired           
outcomes. 

 

Pupils are assessed in line with the new 
GCSE 1-9 grades in preparation of further 
study at Key Stage 4. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
The department run regular clubs, where pupils can make 
use of the Computing facilities to extend their learning. 
This is a valuable opportunity for pupils to be provided 
with further one to one support in addition to their      
timetabled lessons. 

British Values/SMSC: 
The Year 7 curriculum aims to incorporate the application 
of Computing to everyday problems, including:   

 Safe, effective personal use of computers. 

 Secure use of social networking  

 Gaming  

 Impact of Computing on society 

Useful Websites: 
www.thinkuknow.com  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zvc9q6f 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z8mtsbk 

www.kodugamelab.com 



Subject: Religious Studies 

Course Description:                  

The students will be able to conclude why Religious Studies is important and why they are studying it and how this helps us become more tolerant. Students 
will examine several religious festivals and judge if they are only important to people of that faith, or if that in a multicultural society we should respect, value 
and celebrate each other’s festivals, whether we are religious or not. The students will examine several important religious beliefs and evaluate their impact 
on the world. The students will be able to compare and contrast these beliefs and reach a judgement on which had the greatest impact and why, supported 
with evidence. 

Course Content: 
Term 1 

 What is Religious Studies? 

 What are festivals? 

Term 2  

 Religious Beliefs. 

Term 3 

 Religious Leaders. 

 

Course Assessment: 
Pupils will be assessed throughout the year in 
a variety of ways including: questioning, class 
discussions, group work, and individual        
focused activities. 

 
Pupils will be assessed each half term to 
demonstrate their knowledge and                
understanding of Religious Studies. WAG    
assessment will be taking place at the end of 
every term. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Students will be given chances to meet with external 
visitors who will share their religious experiences. 

British Values/SMSC: 
The students will examine the importance of freedom 
of speech, information and freedom of expression. 
They will examine how on occasion these two         
concepts can clash. The students will also examine 
how Britain is both a multi faith and multicultural 
country. 

Useful Websites: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zh3rkqt. 



Subject: Dance 

Course Description:                  

All pupils will have a six week block of dance within their PE lessons that will be taught by dance specialists. They will be introduced to different areas of 
Dance and understand and develop key skills needed for BTEC Dance at KS4. 

Course Content: 
Pupils will explore a range of tasks to develop 
and understand key areas of dance in      
different contexts such as the audition        
process, application of physical skills,          
performance skills, choreographic skills and 
evaluation. 

Course Assessment: 
Pupils will have an informal class                  
performance like an audition at the end of 
their 6-week cycle.  

They will be graded on their use of physical 
and performance skills, their understanding 
of the use of basic choreographic devices and 
their ability to evaluate dance. 
 
WAG assessment will be taking place at the 
end of every term. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils learn about dance from different cultures 
around the world. They get to explore self-expression 
and creativity. They have the opportunity to work in 
groups and come to conclusions and reflect on their 
choices. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Extra-Curricular-: Junior dance company (Tuesday) 

Performance opportunities: Dance showcase,           
festivals at other schools, school musical. 

Useful Websites: 
Exploring different dance performance genres on 
YouTube. Explore styles such as street, musical thea-
tre contemporary.  

Explore dance shows like Dance Moms, Britain’s Got 
Talent, Americas Got Talent, So You Think You Can 
Dance and Got To Dance. 



Subject: Drama 

Course Description:                  

Pupils in Year 7 will have one hour of Drama per week lead by performing arts teachers. They will explore a range of drama techniques through a range of 
different activities that will develop their knowledge and understanding ready for GCSE Drama at KS4. Pupils will also develop a large range of personal skills 
such as communication skills, negotiation skills, respect and self-confidence. 

Course Content: 
Pupils will participate in a range of activities that 
explore the following: 

 Engage with a range of stimuli 

 Adopt a role/character and explore               
characterisation 

 Take part in improvisation tasks that develop 
creativity 

 Devise scripts 

 Understand and use drama mediums (sound, 
costume, set and props) 

 Understand and use explorative strategies (still 
image, freeze frame, thought tracking,            
narrating, role play, cross cutting, hot seating, 
marking the moment) 

 Engaging with movement 

 Experience live and recorded drama, and      
respond to a variety of texts  

 To begin to develop an appreciation of theatre 
styles, genres and vocabulary 

 Be reflective and evaluate their own and       
others’ work 

Course Assessment: 
Pupils will be assessed on the                   
development of drama skills throughout 
workshops though the use of group       
discussions, performances and reflective 
tasks. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils develop transferable skills such as negotiation, 
resilience, team work, cooperation, self-confidence 
and public speaking. 

Pupils will explore both factual and fictional texts that 
help to broaden their understanding of different      
social, cultural, moral and historical contexts and     
situations. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Extra-Curricular: Theatre group 

 Opportunities for theatre trips 

Performance Opportunities: School Musical 

Useful Websites: 
 www.youtube.com  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/english/
speaking_listening/drama/revision/1/ 



Subject: PE 

Course Description:   
The aim of Physical Education in Key Stage 3 is to develop practical performance, leadership skills and analytical skills in a range of physical activities. We 
aim to allow students to be physically active for sustained periods of time, engage in a number of competitive sports and activities to support a healthy,    
active lifestyle. They should aim to develop their confidence and self-esteem to continue an interest in sporting activities in different roles out of school and 
in future life.                

Course Content: 
Students will participate in a number of    
physical activities to develop their practical 
performance, leadership skills and analytical 
skills.  

Students will be involved in activities that: 

 Develop technique and improve their     

performance 

 Develop a range of tactics and strategies to 

overcome a range of sporting/competitive 

situations 

 Analyse their performances and compare 

to previous ones 

Course Assessment: 
Students will be assessed half termly on their 
ability in their practical performance,           
analytical skills and/or leadership skills. WAG 
assessment will be taking place at the end of 
every term. 

 
Most practical assessments will be based 
from “core tasks”.  

 
Examples of core tasks: 

 Beat the clock, Help yourself (swimming) 

 Three touch, Wide attack, Game plan 

(team/invasion physical activities) 

 Pairs play (strike and fielding) 

 Developing athletics 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Encourage attending extra-curricular clubs.   

Possible trips to St. Georges Park, Wimbledon, local 

football matches, tours and Snow Dome. 

British Values/SMSC: 
 Adhering to fair play and the rules.  Coaching and 

leading during lessons. 

 Developing values through the nature of the sport. 

Useful Websites: 
Sporting Governing Bodies (e.g. www.the fa.com)  

YouTube /BBC Sport to watch videos of sporting      
performances. 



Subject: Music 

Course Description:  
Each student will be introduced to the three core musical skills required to be a well-rounded musician; performance, listening and analysis, and                 
composition. They will learn how to read basic notation but will also develop their aural skills through playing by ear. Students will have the opportunity to 
perform as a class, in small groups and as individuals; performing music from a variety of genres. They will learn how to compose music for different            
instruments and will learn how to critically analyse the features of various musical genres. Throughout each lesson, students will not only develop their core 
musicianship skills, but also transferable skills including teamwork, co-operation, organisation, creativity and confidence.         

Course Content: 

Students will participate in a range of  

activities that will explore: 

 

Music in computers games: This unit will 

enable to students to develop their     

ability to analyse the relationship          

between music and visuals, and apply 

this knowledge practically through the 

composition of their own music for a 

computer game character. 

 

Whole class ensemble: This topic will 

allow students to develop confidence in 

their singing ability, keyboard skills and 

music theory knowledge.  Students will 

demonstrate this practically by working 

towards producing a whole class         

ensemble performance of ‘Cops and 

Robbers’.  

Course Assessment: 
Students are assessed on three areas in 
Music: 
 
Performance: They will be assessed on 
their ability to perform within an ensemble 
and as a soloist on an instrument of their 
choice. 
 
Composition: They will be assessed on 
their ability to write music adding musical 
direction as well as being able to work to a 
set musical brief. 
 
Listening: They will be assessed on their 
ability to describe music using the correct 
musical language both verbally and 
through written tasks. 
 
WAG assessment will be taking place at 
the end of every term. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Students will work together to develop their team work and        
co-operation skills, with a focus on developing students’             
creativity and resilience. Students will learn the art of                
constructive criticism in self and peer evaluation activities and will 
develop their confidence through in lesson performance            
opportunities. Students will be develop their knowledge of the 
historical and cultural significance of a variety of musical genres 
and styles.  

Useful Websites: 
https://twitter.com/garagebandios 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpf3cdm 
https://www.youtube.com 
http://www.sfskids.org 
http://www.musictheory.net/ 
http://www.learnatune.co.uk/music-theorygames. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Free peripatetic lessons in a range of instruments. A weekly vocal 
group working towards performing at Walsall’s regional event the 
‘Big Sing’. Weekly Orchestra rehearsals will provide instrumental   
students with the opportunity to perform with a regional school’s 
orchestra event called the ‘Big Orchestra’. In addition, a variety of 
musical trips will be offered giving students the chance to experience 
a diverse range of musical styles. Symphony Hall trip to see a         
Baroque Concerto and a Liverpool trip to the Beatles museum. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpf3cdm


Subject: Creative Learning  

Course Description:                  

Students will have the opportunity to study various projects throughout the year which encompass Design and Technology and Art skills.  Students will be 
able to experiment with materials and various materials including paper and board, timbers and plastics, fabrics and polymers and food. 

Course Assessment: 

Students will receive feedback every 6        
lessons.  The seventh lesson will be an       
opportunity to improve or stretch           
themselves to a higher grade. 

All work is marked based on faculty success 
criteria which directly relates to the GCSE 
mark schemes. 

Students will complete a piece of assessment 
work that falls directly in line with the      
academy data collection points. 

WAG assessment will be taking place at the 
end of every term. 

Enrichment Opportunities 
 Sewing Bee club Monday evenings 3pm-4pm.  

 Students are welcome to attend period         
sessions on Fridays for Art. 

 Raising boys achievement club coming soon. 

Useful Websites: 
Bbcbitesize.co.uk 

Technologystudent.com 

Pinterest.co.uk 

 

British Values/SMSC: 
 Sustainability of materials. 

 The 6 R’s- understanding of why it is              
important to recycle. 

 Social and moral issues of Art and Design. 

 Fairtrade. 

Course Content: 
Students will do several projects throughout the year 
including; 

Textiles: Design and make a bag for life.  Students will 
look at sustainability and environmental issues of design 
before designing and making a bag product using a   
sewing machine and dye sublimation printing. 

Food: Students will have the opportunity to learn the 
basics through practical investigation.  Students will 
cook on a weekly basis to produce tasty dishes ranging 
from fruit salad to pasta. 

Resistant Materials project: ‘Sweet shop’.  Students will 
design and make a working sweet dispenser!  They will 
learn traditional workshop woodworking skills to create 
a mechanism allowing the sweets to fall from a contain-
er into a collection tray. 

Art: To demonstrate an understanding of the formal 
elements Line, Form, Tone, Texture and Composition.  

Students will create work linked to the 
theme Identity. Examples of activities include: 

 Hand drawing using pencil and tonal shading. 

 Eye drawing using a pen and mark making. 

 Mouth drawing using oil pastels.  

 Self-Identity image research/ collection. 



Subject: Modern Foreign Languages 

Course Description:                   

Students’ knowledge from primary school is consolidated and students are helped to master the basics of French/ Spanish. Students are encouraged to wid-
en their view points on different countries and cultures. Students are invited to understand stereotyping and prejudice and help to avoid this. Students will              
understand that travel and discovering our world is enjoyable and desirable. Students develop their linguistic skills in listening, reading, speaking and writing. 

Course Content: 
Modern Foreign Languages prepare you for 
modern life.  Pupils can study French or   
Spanish – giving pupils the opportunity to   
become dual-linguists.  The course teaches 
pupils to understand spoken and written 
French/ Spanish and to enjoy speaking and 
writing in the foreign language.  In doing this 
pupils will also learn about the culture and 
way of life of the foreign country. 

Term 1 

 All About Me 

 Home and Environment 

Term 2 

 Hobbies 

 All About Me 

Term 3  

 Home and Environment 

 Hobbies 

Course Assessment: 
The four skills of Listening, Reading, Speaking 
and Writing are examined separately each 
half-term.  

 

WAG assessment will be taking place at the 
end of every term and there will be end of 
year tests. 

Enrichment Opportunities 
French Film club. 

British Values/SMSC: 
The world we live in means we consume services and 
products from all over the world – France and Spain 
being two of them. Students will develop an            
appreciation for the role foreign languages have in 
British culture. 

Useful Websites: 
www.linguascope.com 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z2nygk7 
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Subject: History 

Course Description:  

Students will use a range of historical skills to help them describe, explain and analyse the causes and consequences of key events and their impact on        
various groups of people at the time. They will also study, analyse and interpret a range of historical sources throughout the course. 

Course Content: 
Term 1 

 History Skills / Romans 

 Medieval 

Term 2 

 Medieval 

 Tudors 

Term 3 

 Tudors 

 Stuarts 

Course Assessment: 
Pupils will be assessed throughout the 
year in a variety of ways including:       
questioning, class discussions, group work, 
and individual focused activities. 

 
They will be assessed each half term in an 
end of term unit examination            
demonstrating their knowledge and      
understanding. 
 
WAG assessment will be taking place at 
the end of every term. 

Enrichment Opportunities 
Visual Resources. 

British Values/SMSC: 
The students will examine issues such as identity and 
rights and responsibilities and use empathy to do this. 
They will understand the importance of democracy in the 
process of making these changes possible. They will also 
examine the importance of individual rights and the   
power our leaders have to then understand how our  
concepts of justice, power and rights have changed over 
time. The students will discuss the power of the        
monarchy and individual rights and responsibilities. The 
students will examine the concept of democracy and 
whether a constitutional monarchy can be democratic. 

Useful Websites: 
www.historyonline.co.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/history 

 



Subject: Geography 

Course Description: 
The key aims of the course are to: actively engage pupils in the process of geography to develop as effective and independent learners, develop their 
knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts and appreciate the relevance of these concepts to our changing world, develop their responsibilities 
as global citizens, develop and apply their learning to the real world through fieldwork and other out of classroom learning and use geographical skills,        
appropriate technologies, enquiry and analysis. 

Course Content: 
Autumn Term 1 - Natural hazards/Weather 
Hazards Autumn  

 
Autumn Term 2 - Weather hazards/
Geographical Enquiry  

 
Spring Term 1 - Living World Spring  

 
Spring Term 2 - Physical Landscapes /
Geographical Enquiry  

 
Summer Term 1 - UK Physical Landscapes / 
Geographical Enquiry Coastal Landscapes  

 
Summer Term 2 - River Landscapes / Field 
Work Geographical Enquiry 

 

Course Assessment: 

Pupils will be assessed throughout the year in 
a variety of ways including: questioning, class 
discussions, group work, peer and                 
self-assessment, and individual focused       
activities. Pupils will be assessed each half 
term through a module test to demonstrate 
their knowledge and understanding of         
Geographical topics.  

 
Other assessments will be delivered in a           
variety of formats to enable pupils to strive to 
achieve their best. WAG assessment will be 
taking place at the end of every term. 

 

 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Pupils will be encouraged to do their own                       
extra-curricular research and showcase them amongst 
their peers; topics could include Fair Trade and     
Tourism. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils will be learning about our British values, our 
economy and the impact Britons have had around the 
world. 

Useful Websites: 
AQA Geography                                               
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize Geo Resources - 
www.georesources.co.uk National Geographical - 
www.national geographic.com Cool Geography - 
www.coolgeography.co.uk 


