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Subject: English 
 

Course Description:                                                                                      
Students will become spies like Sherlock, explore the theme of love and relationships through traditional and contemporary poetry and develop their 
Shakespearean knowledge! 

 

Course Content: 
Autumn 1 and 2: Hound of the Baskervilles’ 

by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (Literature). 
 

Spring 1 and 2: Poetry Analysis on the theme 

of Love and Relationships (Literature). 
 

Summer 1 and 2: ‘The Tempest’ by 

William Shakespeare (Literature). 
 

Course Assessment: 
Autumn 1: Newspaper report. 

 

Autumn 2: Essay based on Doyle’s 

characterisation. 
 
Spring 1: Comparison of poems. 

Spring 2:  Transformation of a Gothic chapter. 

 

Summer 1: Evaluation of Crooks and Curley’s 

Wife. 
 

Summer 2: Analysis of Prospero in The 

Tempest. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Potential theatre visits, guest speakers, reading club 

and library visits. 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
Understanding how British society has changed. 

Exploration of morals. 
 

Useful Websites: 
http://nfs.sparknotes.com/tempest/  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z4kw2hv 
 



 

 

  

Subject: Mathematics 
 

Course Description:                  

Students in Year 8 complete either one or two years studying the Key Stage Three curriculum and begin either a two or three year GCSE course based on the 
new 9-1 Edexcel specification. All students will finish the course by the end of the Spring term in Year 11, giving them sufficient time for revision and to fully 
prepare them for their GCSE exam. There are three ability pathways that are designed to support, challenge and stretch every student and help them to 
achieve their potential. The curriculum has been designed with a heavy focus on real life applications of maths to ensure that all students are equipped for 
both their examinations and for all their future endeavours beyond their studies at the academy. 

Course Content: 
Over the course of the year, students will 
study four key areas and build upon the 
previous knowledge gained in Year 7. These 
are some of the topics covered during Year 8: 
 
Number: Adding, subtracting, multiplying 
and dividing decimals, fractions, decimals 
and percentages, Indices and Standard Form. 
 
Geometry and Measures: Area and 
volume, angle facts, angles in polygons, 
transformations. 
 
Algebra: Basic algebra, algebraic indices, 
substitution, solving equations, expanding 
and factorising. 
 
Statistics: Sampling, averages, frequency 
tables, bar charts, pie charts, two way tables, 
scatter graphs and probability. 

 

Course Assessment: 
Students will complete formal assessments at 
the end of every term based on the learning 
of that particular term. Students’ sets are not 
fixed and these are reviewed regularly 
throughout the year based on these 
assessment outcomes. 
 
Towards the end of the academic year, 
students will complete an End of Year Exam 
assessing all of their learning from the year. 
Class teachers will informally assess students 
through classwork and homework. At the 
start of each chapter, prior knowledge which 
is required will be tested and any gaps or     
misconceptions will be addressed.                 
The purpose of this is to accelerate new 
learning within the chapter. Informal end of 
chapter tests will also take place within 
lessons at the end of chapters to allow the 
class teacher to monitor progress and react to 
any issues immediately. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
A homework drop-in session is available in the 
maths department one day a week after school.  
Teachers are available to help guide students with 
their homework or if they would like any extra 
understanding of classwork at any point. 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
The mathematics department strive to encourage 
group work regularly within lessons. The purpose of 
this is to help our students’ become independent 
learners. Reasoning and problem solving skills are 
developed and we encourage students to fully support 
the learning of their peers as well as being 
constructively critical where appropriate. 
 

Useful Websites: 
Web address: www.mymaths.co.uk 
Login: Willenhall Password: champion 
Students will be given personalised logins and 
passwords from their class teacher to allow them to 
complete any homework / enrichment activity set. 

complete any homework set. 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


 

 

  

Subject: Science 
 

Course Description:                    
Pupils follow the national curriculum for Key Stage 3 Science. The units are split into Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The curriculum is designed to provide a 
broad and balanced curriculum which will engage pupil’s interest in Science. 
 

Course Content: 
Pupils study the following units: 

 
• Getting the Energy your body needs. 

 
• Looking at Plants and Ecosystems. 
 
 
• Explaining Physical Changes. 

 
 
• Explaining Chemical Changes. 

 
 
• Exploring Contact and Non-Contact Forces. 

 
 
• Magnetism and Electricity. 
 

Course Assessment: 
Assessment for learning is used throughout 
lessons so that work can be set to provide 
challenge for pupils. 
 
Formal assessment occurs at the end of each 
unit in the form of a written test. 
 
 
Pupils also undertake an end of year 
examination. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
There are three collapsed timetable enrichment days 

in science. 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
Respect for the views of others. 
Enable students to develop their self-knowledge,   
self-esteem and self-confidence. 
 

Useful Websites: 
https://connect.collins.co.uk/school/teacherlogin.aspx 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p 

 



 

 

  

Subject: ICT 
 

Course Description:                 
Pupils will be introduced to new computing software. Pupils are introduced to new software every half term and learn to understand how and why it is 
important in Computer Science. 

Course Content: 
Term 1: Flowol Using Flowol to understand 
how sensors work (e.g. the light house 
mimic).  Looking at control systems around 
everyday life such as inside a home and 
outside, e.g. Traffic light systems, automatic 
doors, fridges, camera etc.  
Input-process-output, analogue sensors and 
using analogue values.  Using decision boxes 
in the light house and cot mimics. 
 
Term 2: Flash Be able to use Flash effectively 
using key skills e.g. layers, classic tween, 
library import, key frame, frame, timeline, 
stage, modify free transform. Students will 
create an animation using these skills; this 
animation will be based on specific user 
needs so that students understand the 
concept of program development. 
 
Term 3: Scratch Understanding how to make 
the animation move using code blocks. Pupils 
will be asked to make a game of their own 
choice with a series of skills taught which 
need to be applied to the game. 

Course Assessment: 
Pupils will be assessed throughout the year in 
the following ways; question and answer, 
class discussion, group work, lesson 
assessment and half termly assessment. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Pupils will be encouraged to think outside box and get 
involved in side extra-curricular projects such as 
creating Flash videos for Open evening. 

Pupils will learn about the basic principles of data 
protection and how that fits into the modern British 
society esp. given that they are surrounded by social 
media and technology 24/7.  

Useful Websites: 
http://www.adobe.com/uk/products/flashbuilder.html 
http://www.flowol.com 
https://scratch.mit.edu 



 

 

  

Subject: Religious Studies 
 
Course Description:                 
Each Year 8 student will study for one lesson a week in RS. They will consider important beliefs they may or may not hold and have an opportunity to 
deepen their own understanding of cultural similarities and differences in religious beliefs, teachings and practices. Students will examine a range of 
ultimate questions and ethical issues that religion tries to answer and learn how to articulate their personal opinion through discussion and written 
response. 
 

Course Content: 
Term 1: Students will consider questions on 
the meaning of life and whether God is real. 
It will include a study of the relevance of 
religious celebrations, including Diwali, 
Advent and Christmas. 
 

Term 2: Students will evaluate the causes 
and the answers to world poverty. They will 
also examine the importance of faith to the 
religious believer. 
 

Term 3: Students will explain the 
fundamental British values which exist, 
including the emphasis on equality and 
freedom to express religious belief. 
 

Course Assessment: 
Students will be assessed throughout the 
year, this will include: teacher assessment 
from question and answer, class discussion, 
self and peer assessment of individual 
progress through GCSE style questions, group 
work/presentation and end of unit activities. 
 
Assessment will include: learning about 
religion (Attainment target 1) and learning 
from religion (Attainment target 2). 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Students will be encouraged to link their learning to 
how they treat each other within the Academy 
environment. Students will be given chances to meet 
with external visitors who will share their religious 
experiences. 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
Spiritual reflection and appreciation, moral decisions, 
social interaction and tolerance of different beliefs, 
cultural respect and interfaith dialogue. 
 

Useful Websites: 
www.retoday.org.uk/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes 

 



 

 

  

Subject: Dance 
 
Course Description:                 

All pupils will have a six week block of dance within their PE lessons, these will be taught by dance specialists. They will be introduced to different areas of 
dance and understand and develop key skills needed for BTEC dance at KS4. 
 

Course Content: 
Pupils will experience a variety of different 
tasks to develop and explore key areas of 
dance in different contexts such as the 
audition process, application of physical 
skills, performance skills, choreographic skills 
and evaluation. 
 

Course Assessment: 
Pupils will have an informal class 
performance like an audition at the end of 
their 6-week block. They will be graded on 
their use of physical and performance skills, 
their understanding of the use of basic 
choreographic devices and their ability to 
evaluate dance. 
 
Pupils will also be assessed on their ability to 
peer and self- assess, the ability to participate 
in group discussions and participation in 
weekly workshops. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Extra-Curricular- Junior dance company.  
Performance opportunities e.g. Dance showcase, 
festivals at other schools, school musical. 

Opportunities to visit the theatre. 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils learn about the different values, principles and 
beliefs of dancers. They get to explore self-expression 
and creativity identifying their own talents. They have 
the opportunity to work in groups and respect others 
ideas and reflect and learn. 

Useful Websites: 
Exploring different dance performance genres on 
YouTube. Explore styles such as street, musical 
theatre contemporary. Explore dance shows like 
Dance Moms, Britain’s Got Talent, Americas Got 
Talent, So You Think You Can Dance and Got To Dance  
Explore videos to build dance technique 

 



 

 

  

Subject: PE 
 

Course Description:                 
The aim of Physical Education in Key Stage 3 is to develop practical performance, leadership skills and analytical skills in a range of physical activities. We aim 
to allow students to be physical active for sustained periods of time, engage in a number of competitive sports and activities to support in a healthy, active 
lifestyle. They should aim to develop their confidence and self-esteem to continue an interest in sporting activities in different roles out of school and in 
future life. 
 

Course Content: 
Students will participate in a number of 
physical activities to develop their practical 
performance, leadership skills and analytical 
skills. 
 
Students will be involved in: 
  
• Develop technique and improve their 
performance. 
  
• Develop a range of tactics and strategies to 
overcome a range of sporting/competitive 
situations. 
  
• Analyse their performances and 

compare to previous ones. 
 

Course Assessment: 
Students will be assessed half termly on their 
ability in their practical performance, 
analytical skills and/or leadership skills. 
  
Most practical assessments will be based 
from “core tasks”. 
 

Examples of core tasks: 
 
• Beat the clock, Help yourself (swimming.) 

  
• 3 touch, Wide attack, Game plan 
(team/invasion physical activities). 
  
• Pairs play (strike and fielding). 

  
• Developing athletics. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Encourage attending extra-curricular clubs. Possible 
trips to St. Georges Park, Wimbledon, local football 
matches, tours and the Snow Dome. 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
Adhering to fair play and the rules. Coaching and 
leading during lessons. 
  
Developing values through the nature of the sport. 
 

Useful Websites: 
Sporting Governing Bodies (e.g. www.the fa.com) 
YouTube /BBC Sport to watch video of sporting 
performance 
 



 

 

  

Subject: Music 
 
Course Description:                   
Students will continue to develop the three core musical skills required to be a well-rounded musician; performance, listening and analysis, and composition. 
They will learn how to read more complex notation and continue to develop their aural skills through playing by ear. Students will have the opportunity to 
perform as a class, in small groups and as individuals, performing music from a variety of genres. They will learn how to compose music for different 
instruments and will learn how to critically analyse the features of various musical genres. Throughout each lesson, students will not only develop their core 
musicianship skills, but also transferable skills including teamwork, co-operation, organisation, creativity and confidence.    

Course Content: 
Students will participate in a range of activities 
that will explore: 

 Rock Anthems through the decades. This 
unit will enable to students to develop their 
knowledge of rock anthems, look at the way 
in which the musical features have evolved, 
the cultural and historical context behind 
the music, and how developments in 
technology have influenced rock anthems. 
Students will apply this knowledge 
practically through the performance of 
several rock anthems using a variety of 
musical instruments.  

 Film music composition. This topic will 
enable to students to develop their ability 
to analyse the relationship between music 
and visuals. Students will gain an 
understanding of the various functions 
music plays in film, from portraying 
emotion to how to use musical features 
effectively to create music to represent a 
theme or character. 

Course Assessment: 
Students are assessed on three areas in 
Music: 
Performance: They will be assessed on their 
ability to perform within an ensemble and as 
a soloist on an instrument of their choice. The 
assessment will focus on the accuracy and 
fluency of their performance, expressivity, 
and their contribution to the development of 
the ensemble project. 
 
Composition: They will be assessed on their 
ability to compose music to a set brief. The 
assessment will focus on the accuracy of their 
composition, the creative development of 
ideas and the appropriateness in relation to 
the given brief. 
 
Listening: They will be assessed on their 
ability to describe music using the correct 
musical language both verbally and through 
written tasks. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Free peripatetic lessons in a range of instruments.  
Weekly vocal group working towards performing at 
Walsall’s regional event the ‘Big Sing’. Weekly Orchestra 
rehearsals provide instrumental students with the 
opportunity to perform with a regional event called the 
‘Big Orchestra’. A variety of musical trips will be offered 
giving students the chance to experience a diverse range 
of musical styles. 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
Students will work together to develop team work and 
co-operation skills focusing on developing creativity and 
resilience. They will learn the art of constructive 
criticism in self and peer evaluation activities and will 
develop confidence through lesson performance 
opportunities and develop knowledge of the historical 
and cultural significance of a variety of musical genres 
and styles.  
 

Useful Websites: 
https://www.youtube.com, http://www.sfskids.org 
https://twitter.com/garagebandios 
 

https://www.youtube.com/


 

 

  

Subject: Art 
 
Course Description:                 
Building on students’ knowledge, skills and understanding produced from Year 7. This unit will be used to assess pupils understanding of both practical art 
skills and knowledge of Artists and Designers. Poppies Project will be an experimental project using textiles, surfaces, and found materials to create a whole 
school display of poppies for Remembrance Day. 
 

Course Content: 
• To understand why a poppy is so 
important and what is represents. 
 
• To be able to demonstrate how to use art 
and craft materials and techniques to 
create 3D pop-pies inspired by artists and 
designers 
 
• To understand how to use wool to draw 
with to create felted picture and be able to 
explain. 
 
All students will work towards a project 
that will be marked as if it’s a mini GCSE. 
Students will be taught using the marking 
criteria for the GCSE. 
 
This is to prepare them for the GCSE and get 
them used to the Assessment Objectives and 
the language used. 
 
 

Course Assessment: 
AO1 Observations - Record ideas, 
observations and insights relevant to their 
intentions in visual and/or other forms. 
 
AO2 – Research - Develop their ideas through 
investigations informed by contextual and 
other sources, demonstrating analytical and 
cultural understanding. 
 
AO3 – Experimenting - Explore and refine 
their ideas through experimenting and 
selecting appropriate resources, media, 
materials, techniques and processes. 
 
AO4 – Final Outcome - Present a personal, 
informed and meaningful response 
demonstrating analytical and critical 
understanding, realising intentions and, 
where appropriate, making connections 
between visual, written, oral or other 
elements. 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Poppy Exhibition of work in school. 
Remembrance Day Service.  
Speaker to visit school. 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
Remembrance Day, Poppies, linked to History. 
 

Useful Websites: 
https://www.1418now.org.uk/commissions/poppies/ 

http://www.hrp.org.uk/tower-of-london/history-and-

stories/tower-of-london-remembers/#gs.mX77Rek h 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ 

 



 

 

  

Subject: Design 
Technology 

Course Description:                    

Students will follow a rotation across all material areas of Design Technology throughout the course of the year. Students will have the opportunity to work 
with woods metals and plastics, Textiles, Graphics and Food and Nutrition. 

 

Course Content: 
Students will rotate with the following 
projects:  
 

• Money Runner- students will work with the 
laser cutter and dye sublimation printer to 
make an innovative money box. 
 
• Food- Students will provide ingredients to 
create a range of dishes and look at 
intermediate food and nutrition. 
 
• Good enough to eat- Students work in 
Textiles to create a 3D cushion based on their 
favourite food items. 
 
• Mechanism- students work with wood 
and plastic to create a working mechanical 
toy. 
 

Course Assessment: 
Students will be assessed on the following: 
 

 Base line test- students will complete a 
test over the course of 2 lessons to 
establish their prior DT skills and 
knowledge. 
 

 Research skills. 

 

 Designing skills. 

 

 Making skills. 

 

 Evaluation skills. 

 

Enrichment Opportunities 
STEM activities. 
Chef club. 

Lego club. 
 

British Values/SMSC: 
Sustainability and the environment. 
Designing for ourselves. 
The 6R’s. 
Working in collaboration with each other. 
 

Useful Websites: 
BBC bitesize 

Technologystudent.com 

 



 

 

  

Subject: French 
 
Course Description:                  

Students’ knowledge from primary school is consolidated and students are helped to master the basics of French. Students are encouraged to widen their 
view points on different countries and cultures. Students are invited to understand stereotyping and prejudice and help to avo id this. Students will 
understand that travel and discovering our world is enjoyable and desirable. Students develop their linguistic skills in listening, reading, speaking and writing. 

 

Course Content: 
Modern Foreign Languages prepare students 
for modern life.  The course teaches pupils to 
understand spoken and written French and to 
enjoy speaking and writing in the foreign 
language.  In doing this, pupils will also learn 
about the culture and the way of life of the 
foreign country. 
 
Term 1 
Staying connected and free time (past and 
future tense). 
 
Term 2 
My Identity. 
School. 
 
Term 3 
A visit to Paris. 
Come to mine! 

Course Assessment: 
Autumn Term 1 
Writing: Short task Listening. 
 
Autumn Term 2 
Writing: Short sentences Speaking - role play 
and postcard. 
 
Spring Term 1 

Writing: Translations Reading. 

 
Spring Term 2 
Speaking - general conversation Reading. 
 
Summer Term 1 
Writing: Structured questioning. 
Listening. 
 
Summer Term 2 
Full mock examination. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities 
French Film club. 

British Values/SMSC: 
The world we live in means we consume services and 
products from all over the world – France being one 
of them.  Students will develop an appreciation for 
the role French has in British culture. 
 

Useful Websites: 
www.linguascope.com 



 

 

  

Subject: History 

Course Description:  
In Year 8 students will learn about Britain during the Industrial Revolution, looking at the British Empire and Jack the Ripper. They will then move onto 
studying World War One and World War Two. Students will learn how to describe, explain and evaluate key aspects, events, people, sources and dates, 
where they will make judgements and conclusions as to what happened and the reasons why they happened. 

Course Content: 
Term 1 
Industrial Revolution 
Jack the Ripper 
 
Term 2 
World War 1 
 
Term 3 
World War 2 

Course Assessment: 
Pupils will be assessed throughout the year in 
a variety of ways including: questioning, class 
discussions, group work, and individual 
focused activities.  

They will be assessed each half term in an end 
of term unit examination demonstrating their 
knowledge and understanding.  

 

Enrichment Opportunities 
Holocaust Museum, National Arboretum, Imperial 
War Museum.  

 

British Values/SMSC: 
Social looking at upheaval of global conflict. Looking 
at the morality of decisions taken in WW1 WW2. 
Cultural looking at the changes brought about by 
warfare to wide range of society. 

Useful Websites: 
www.historyonline.co.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/history                 

Watch lots of good history related clips and films on 
YouTube. 

 



 

 

 

  

Subject: Geography 

 

Course Description:                 
The focus of Year 8 is to further develop pupils’ geographical skills and to explore important global issues, such as fair trade, tourism and extreme 
atmospheric conditions.  

 

Course Content: 
Autumn Term 1:  
Weathering, Rivers and Coasts  
 
Autumn Term 2:  

Economic Activities  

 
Spring Term 1: 
Environmental Concerns – Blood Diamonds/ 
Water Resource  
 
Spring Term 2: 
Population Change  
 
Summer Term 1: 
Development  
 
Summer Term 2: 
Tourism  
 

Course Assessment: 
Pupils will be assessed throughout the year in 
a variety of ways including: questioning, class 
discussions, group work, and individual 
focused activities.  

 
Pupils will be assessed each half term to 
demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding of Geography. This assessment 
will be delivered in a variety of formats 
enabling pupils to strive to achieve their best.  
 

Enrichment Opportunities: 
Pupils will be encouraged to do their own extra-
curricular research and showcase them amongst their 
peers; topics could include Fair Trade, Tourism etc. 

British Values/SMSC: 
Pupils will be learning about our British values, our 
economy and the impact Brits have had around the 
world. 

Useful Websites: 
National Geographic – www.nationalgeographic.com 
Cool Geography – www.coolgeography.co.uk 

The Ordnance Survey - www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk 
Geographical Association – www.thegeography.org.uk 



 


