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Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
As we complete another half-term this academic year, I am writing to update you on information and 
changes that will be taking effect from the first day back.  
 
Key Dates and Timings:  
Over the break, we have year 11 students coming in to complete targeted intervention for their 
upcoming GCSE exams. 
 
Some Year 11 students have been invited to attend sessions on INSET Day on Monday 24th February  
12.00pm-3.00pm. Student involved have already been informed. The school will be closed for all other 
students on this day.  
 
On Tuesday 25th February all students will have a delayed start to the term, starting at 9.40am and 
they will return to form time for the key messages to be delivered, returning to lessons as usual period 
3.   
 
Mobile Phones:  
In recent months, there have been a growing number of issues concerning social media platforms and 
mobile phone usage in the academy. Some of these incidents have affected student relationships and 
are having a negative impact on daily life. Resolving online disputes is also using up valuable staff 
time and removing the focus from learning. During assemblies and form time, students have been 
reminded of the expectations around mobile phones, that if the misuse of mobile phones continued 
then there would have to be a total ban of mobile phones in the academy.  
 
I have now made the decision that in order to ensure that all students are safe within school and are 
no longer distracted from learning, there will be a total ban on mobile phones in the academy, 
commencing on Tuesday 25th February.  
 
If a student is seen with a mobile phone at any point within the building they will be confiscated and 
you as parents and guardians will have to come and get them from the main reception. If a phone is 
taken off a student, they will be locked in the school safe.  
 
This ban will enable students to concentrate on their learning and will also improve the culture and 
ethos of the academy. We want to encourage students to communicate and have social interaction 
with each other and currently mobile phones are not allowing this to happen.  During lunch time and 
break time, more extra-curricular activities will be put on by the academy so students do not feel the 
‘loss’ of phone usage in their free time.  
 
Finally, can I thank you for your support once again this half term.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Matthew Flannigan 
Headteacher & National Advisor 


